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Summer 
Is Here! 

I N S I D E  t h i s  i s s u e  

 
The First Connection    

a publication of Mason First United Methodist Church 

Where Diamonds May Be Found 
 

At this moment, I’m sitting here watching the sunlight 
shimmer over the frozen lake like frosty diamonds. Later 
tonight it will start to snow – we’re expecting six inches. 
This is Michigan. This is life. Sometimes you get diamonds 
and sometimes the cold winds blow.  

I just finished reading the article I wrote for last year’s 
January edition. It seems painfully naïve. I had no idea 
what was coming. The things I thought would be difficult 
this year didn’t even ping the radar by comparison to what 
turned out to be life and sanity threatening challenges. 
And yet, as I look back, I see diamonds. I see lumps of coal 
that under extreme stress yielded something beautiful and 
enduring. 

Here are just a few of the sparkling diamonds I found over 
the past year: Worshiping on the lawn during the summer 
where neighbors felt free to join us; Faith Chats via Zoom 
comfortably dressed and situated in our own homes 
sharing intimate thoughts about faith and life; a steady 
stream of food contributions to our Tiny Pantry; ministry 
shares paid in full; a multi-generational rally to create a 

living depiction of the Christmas story; singing Christmas Carols in the church parking lot on Christmas 
Eve. Light came into the world and the darkness could not overcome it! 

Now here I sit, poised to write another New Years article with absolutely no clue how 2021 will unfold. 
Danish writer Isak Dinesen once wrote, “Perhaps he knew, as I did not, that the Earth was made round 
so that we would not see too far down the road.” And I wonder if this truth is a gift from God that 
helps us to give each season our fullest attention and appreciation lest we miss the diamonds and 
forget to be thankful. 

To be sure, 2021 will hold many challenges and difficulties. We pray that medical and pharmaceutical 
advancements will help wrestle COVID into submission. And we pray that the tide of this year’s 
economic impact will turn. While hugs may be a while in coming, it will be a day of great joy when we 
can gather to worship together again – even if it’s out on the lawn. Of one thing I am certain: God will 
continue to walk with us, leading us and guiding us to be a church where love and grace may be found. 
And if we continue to be faithful and generous, at the end of 2021 we will turn 
around and look behind us and see all the ways God has redeemed our experiences, 
making them sparkle like small beacons of light in the darkness. This is who we are. 
This is who God has made us to be. 

                            
     

P.S.  Look on page 3!         

         Rev. Suzanne Goodwin 

January 2021 
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BULLETIN BOARD — Bits From Here and There 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated items for what Jean Bement in the office has called “White 
Christmas in the Season of COVID.”  Our usual method of adopting families, putting up tags, church folk 
choosing which items they wanted to purchase, returning those to church on a specially designated Sunday, 
and then getting those gifts to the families just wasn't going to work this year.  Instead, we asked the 
schools who have special supply closets what they needed to help kids and their families, and collected 
those items here at church during November and December.   
 
We filled, emptied, and filled the bins several times over.  The staff at the schools were so appreciative of 
all your gifts and wanted you to know what a huge difference something as simple as a new package of 
socks or some personal care items means to a high schooler who needs them.  The same goes for the 
middle and elementary schools.  In addition to these items, donations of substantial non-perishable food 
items and snack items are such a blessing.  Need and hunger are everywhere, and during this pandemic, 
these needs have become more pronounced.  Thank you for making a difference in the lives of local kids. 

TINY PANTRY — You Can Help! 

Food insecurity is a harsh 
reality, even in Mason.  We 
have many people who rely 
on the Food Bank and the 
three tiny pantries around 
town to keep food on the 
table.  There are days when 
ours has been filled and 
emptied many times over. 
With winter weather settling 
in, please be mindful that 
only non-perishable foods 
should be placed in the Tiny 
Pantry.  While fresh fruits 
and vegetables are 
nutritionally ideal, we don’t 
want them to freeze.  Best items to donate are: 
 
• Beans (Canned or Dry) 
• Canned Tuna/Chicken/Meat 
• Canned Vegetables 
• Crackers 
• Fruit (Canned or Dried) 
• Granola Bars/Nuts 
• Instant Mashed Potatoes/Rice/Mac-n-Cheese 
• Meals in a Box (like Hamburger Helper) 
• Pasta/Sauce (canned) 
• Peanut Butter 
• Powdered Milk 
• Soup, Stew and Chili (canned) 
• Whole Grain Cereal 
• Applesauce (packaged in plastic — not glass) 
 
Thank you for helping to feed your neighbors. 
If you do not wish to shop but still want to help, 
you can send funds with your offering.  Simply 
indicate what portion you would like allocated to 
“Tiny Pantry” and we will pass those funds along 
to Tim Crandall, who is our super shopper! 
 

FRONT DESK NEWS and VIEWS… 
(In other words, a note from the new 

Office Manager/Administrative Assistant, Jean Bement) 
 

It has been a whirlwind three months on the job, 
attempting to fill the very big shoes left by Marilyn 
Lautzenheiser. If ever there were a person to 
follow who would make settling in to a new job 
easy, Marilyn is the one any person would choose 
— so organized, with great systems in place.  
When you factor in the kindness that IS Marilyn, 
it’s almost too much.  She has been such an 
incredible help to me, both during the training 
period, and since, when I have called her to ask 
questions or she has come in to help with mailings 
and other projects.  It has also been wonderful 
working with Pastor Suzanne, Jeff, and Glenn 
upstairs.  I want to thank them, and all of YOU 
who have called or stopped by the office to 
welcome me and wish me well. I am so blessed. 
 
I have received a few calls regarding 2021 offering 
envelopes.  They will be ready soon, either for you 
to pick up at the church, should you choose, or I 
will get them in the mail to you. 

 

Classes/Chats to Resume on ZOOM! 

Now that the holidays are over, the following 
classes will start back, COVID-safe, via Zoom: 
 
FaithLink — Sunday mornings at 11:00am 
(January 10, 17, 24 and 31) 
 
Faith Chat — Tuesday mornings at 10:00am 
           Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm 
(January 12, 19, and 26) 
 
Disciple — Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm 
(January 12, 19 and 26) 
 
Watch your email for the Zoom invitation! 
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Christian Sympathy to: 

• Ella LoVette and her family on the passing 
of husband, Kenneth, on December 2. 

• The family of Verne Summers, a former 
pastor here at Mason FUMC.  He passed 
away December 7 from COVID — on his 93rd 
birthday. Verne is survived by Dawn, his 
wife of 70 years, three children, seven 
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. 

• Marti Abbott and her family on the passing 
of her mother on December 22. 

• Pat Lange and her family as they have lost 
several family members to COVID. 

 

Prayers and Get Well Wishes to: 

• Glenda Crider as she continues recovery at 
home from delicate neck surgery. 

• Lillian Droscha as she continues her 
recovery from surgery last month. 

• Dennis Whipple as he recovers from COVID, 
pneumonia, and a gall bladder infection. 

• Lew Tibbits as he has COVID and has been 
transferred (temporarily) to a quarantine 
facility for specialized care. 

• Dick Magsig as he continues his recovery 
from a bad fall/sprained ankle in rehab. 

 
Please note: The hospitals do not notify us 
when someone from our church family is 
admitted. Please ask a family member or a 
friend to let us know! 
 
 
Thinking of members or friends in 
assisted living, rehab/nursing 
facilities, or hospice care: 

• Brookdale, Haslett: 
 Dick Magsig 

• Green Acres, Mason: 
 Bev Eccleston and Beth Grosshans 

• Holt Senior Care, Holt: 
 George Dunivon 

• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos: 
 Char Bush and John Dodge 

• The Willows of Okemos: 
 Lew Tibbits 

• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing: 
 Garrett and Barbara Wheaton 
 Vic Whipple 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  — Plus a Pastor’s P.S. 

Here’s the First Hope Challenge! 

A MISSION — to FIND a TRAILER! 

Do you know of anyone looking to rehome a gently used 
8’x12’ lockable trailer (similar to the one pictured 
below) or do you have a connection to someone who 
sells them and might make us a deal?   

Mike Buckner and the Missions Team are still on the hunt 
for a trailer to hook up to his truck.  Currently, the 
“Bride’s Room” here at church is home to many totes 
and boxes of items used to help with the Dinner in the 
Park ministry.  This trailer would be used to store these 
items so that they would not have to load and unload 
them from the church to a truck every month. 

The bonus is that when 
COVID is no longer a 
threat and our youth can 
once again go on a mission 
trip, they could also use 
the trailer! If anyone has 
any leads to help with this 
quest, please call the 
church office. 

 

2021  Hope Challenge 
OK – It’s time to flip the calendar and have an Epiphany! 
Although flipping a calendar page won’t make the 
challenges of 2020 go away, hope for the New Year is 
ours for the making! So I invite you to join me in the 
2021 Hope Challenge. Think of the things you’d like to 
see our church do in the upcoming year – start a new 
ministry, try something new in worship, invite some new 
people, offer a new class – you dream it and name it. 
Write a brief description. Include a picture if you’d like. 
And then list one thing you’re willing to do to make it 
happen and offer an invitation for others to join you. 
Send your Hope Challenge in to the office and we’ll post 
it on the wall outside the 
church office for all to see 
when we return to worship. 
We’ll also feature the Hope 
Challenges in a future 
newsletter. 
 
We may not be able to make 
every idea come to fruition – 
but every idea becomes a seed 
of possibility for the new year 
and for the work of our 
church! 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES     A Message from Tami Boyic, MCCCC Director 

Last month the preschoolers got to participate in a very special event.  Each child got to choose an animal 
(puppet or stuffed) to be their responsibility at the zoo.  They got to name their animal and to learn about 
what they eat and where they come from.   

Then they set up the choir room to be a zoo with each “zoo keeper” in charge of their animal and hosting 
guests.  The room was decorated with Christmas lights and decorations and the children referred to it as 
“Christmas at the Zoo”.  As the invited guests came through they would stop at each animal so the 
“keeper” could tell them all about their animal.  All of the toddlers got to go along with a sibling who was 
able to visit.  Pastor Suzanne and I also got a special tour.  Everyone had a wonderful time! 

Every room spent time in December learning about the birth of baby Jesus, God’s greatest gift of all.  Then 
they got to make presents to take home for mom and dad who take such good care of them all year long. 

I hope your New Year is filled with Faith, Hope and Love. 

MISSION IN MINISTRY and MINISTRY IN MISSION 

HOLIDAY BLESSINGS    A Message from Mike Buckner, Missions Chair 

With the rise in COVID rates, the Dinner in the Park program has been suspended until 
it is safe to serve and for others to be served.  But that did not deter many hands 
from our church from blessing others over the holidays.  Thank You to those who have 
continued to donate warm weather gear for the homeless, which I delivered to 
various organizations to distribute.  The Methodist Quilting Group donated dozens of 
quilts as well.  Imagine how blessed each person felt when they received a quilt made 
by these wonderful women, which were wrapped in festive holiday paper by members 
of the UMW.  We also collected a lot of items for the High School, Middle School, and 
James Harvey Center for them to distribute to children through their needs closets.    

We hope that the vaccine and the diligence of everyone in continuing to wear masks 
and to practice social distancing will bring about precious herd immunity soon.  This 
will allow us to go back to serving in a hands-on way.  In the meantime, you can do 
something to serve as simple as picking up a few extra groceries and helping to keep 
our Tiny Pantry stocked for our neighbors who are suffering with food insecurity.  You 
never know how much that box of pasta, jar of peanut butter, or cans of soup, fruit or vegetables might 
mean to an individual or family. 

 

MCCCC received the 
gift of some new toys  
in December.  This gift 
was made  by Evelyn 
and Larry Burgess to 
honor the memory of 
their grandson, Wilder.   

As you can see in these 
photos, the preschool class 
has been enjoying the tube 
toys and hexagon blocks.   
There is no shortage of   
imagination with these 
sweet and smart kids! 
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FUN PAGE! 
 
 

“EPIPHANY”  

What does it mean? 

 
Epiphany is a special date 
on the church’s calendar, 
celebrated on January 6th. 

 
 It is twelve days after 

Christmas, and marks the 
day that the wisemen 

(or “Three Kings” or “Magi” 
as some people call them), 
arrived in Bethlehem after 

following the star in the sky. 
They heard about baby Jesus 
and traveled from the east, 

far away — to find him, 
bring gifts, and worship him. 

 
Epiphany marks the end of 

the Christmas season on the 
calendar, but we know that 
it is important to keep the 

spirit of Jesus in our hearts, 
all year long, and to keep 

giving our own gifts to help 
others and honor Him. 

“We three Kings, of Orient are; 

bearing gifts, we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and  

mountain, following yonder star. 

Oh, star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.” 

MAGI MAZE — Help the Three Kings 

find their way to the bright star over Bethlehem! 

 DO YOU KNOW THIS SONG? 

Let your light for Jesus shine through singing! 



January 2021 * The First Connection * www.masonfirst.org     Page 6 

A New Hobby for the New Year 

The New Year always provides us with an opportunity to start something new; to 
do something differently.  In this time where the long-term confinement of COVID 
restrictions may be causing us stress, experts such as Dr. Miguel Figueroa advise us 
to consider taking up a hobby.  Hobbies reduce stress mentally and physically by 
taking our attention off the things that are worrying us and focusing it on 
something pleasurable.  

Regular relaxation actually promotes good health.  When we relax, our heartbeats 
slow, blood pressure lowers, breathing slows, muscles become less tense, and the 
amount of oxygen in the bloodstream increases.  Activities such as yoga and 
meditation are great relaxation techniques proven effective for reducing stress, but there are other ways 
to relax the body and mind as well. 

How do you find the hobby that’s right for you?  It’s really a matter of personal preference and a bit of trial 
and error.  If you’re outdoorsy, you might take up a physical activity such as walking or cross-country 
skiing. Other ways to enjoy nature might be through photography or gardening.  If you like to figure things 
out you might consider puzzles and games.  If you’re creative, consider painting, taking up a craft, trying 
your hand at baking or a musical instrument.  Consider hobbies you’ve enjoyed in the past but have since 
let go because life got too busy.  Many of our hobbies can be shared with others through acts of service – 
sewing masks, baking for shut-ins, making greeting cards out of your coloring pages. 

When it comes to hobbies, the possibilities are endless and the benefits are many and varied.  This New 
Year, look for new ways to enjoy the gifts and interests God has given you, and have a little fun!   

         Submitted by Roger Nelson, Chairperson of Evangelism Team 

NEW YEAR, WHAT’S NEW FOR YOU?  

 

“I heard the bells on Christmas Day, their old familiar carols play, and 
mild and sweet the words repeat of Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men.” 

Welcome to 2021, which is sure to be another year of change and surprises.  
Your UMW Leadership Team is planning, as best we can guess for 2021.  We 
are hoping to get the updated program booklet to you no later than the end 
of January, but we need your help!  We need your email address and we need 
to know if you don’t have internet access.  You can call me, email me, or 

Jean at the church with info.  Our plan is to improve communication with each other any way necessary.  
This will be a work in progress, so bear with us, but help us by being in touch with us, too. 

We are making tentative plans for the year, but actually being able to have them is up to the Health Dept. 
and other officials when they say it’s safe for us to be together. 

Our mission giving for 2020 was $3000.  It all went to local Mason area projects, some for our own Tiny 
Pantry.  Thank you to all who participated in our Bakeless Bake Sale (netting $1300), plus those who do-
nated for missions.  2020 with all its challenges didn’t stop us from helping others.  Great job — Thank 
You!  Thanks also to everyone who wrapped quilts for Mike Buckner to deliver for Christmas. 

Thank you to Lynda Crandall for her leadership for these past four years.  Your commitment is very much 
appreciated. 

Thank you to Ina Lyon for her many years of commitment to UMW — local, district, and conference  
Our former Pastor Bob Hundley was correct in naming her “Bishop” of UMW many years ago; no doubt 
about it. 

You can see we are recycling our members for the Leadership Team and we need new people to step up 
and take our place so that we might continue our purpose of mission -- especially to women, youth and 
children -- for another 75 years. 

Remember, “You are Blessed to be a Blessing.”    

       Submitted by Joyce Plumhoff, Mason First UMW President 
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New year, new adventures 
Happy New Year everyone!  This year has to 
be better than 2020, doesn’t it? 

I wanted to take time this month to explain 
some of the funds that the church maintains 
in order to operate our campus.  I have 
come to realize that we do indeed have 
what I call a “campus” here in Mason.  Think 
about it:  we don’t just operate and 
maintain the church and sanctuary building.  
We have an exceptionally large parking lot 
that encompasses more area than the 
church itself.  We have a wonderful prayer 
garden that is enjoyed by the whole 
community.  We have the Annex building 
that currently houses Capital Area 
Community Services and has an apartment 
on the second story.  We have a large lot in 
the northeast corner with a fire pit for use 
primarily by the youth.  This space was also 
used this past summer for our outdoor 
worship services.  In addition, we have the 
parsonage over on Hall Boulevard.  When 
you think about it, that makes for a fairly 
large campus. 

In late 2020, the Finance Committee 
adopted some new definitions for 
maintenance funds that are used to support 
this large campus.  The first is our Capital 
Improvement Fund.  This fund is to be used 
for large-scale improvements.  An example 
of this would be our Fellowship Hall roofing 
project that was completed a couple of 
years ago.  In addition, we established a 
rainy-day fund to set aside funds for 
situations where a large, unexpected 
expenditure is required. Do you remember 
when our water supply line broke and we 
had to dig under the circle drive?  This is an 
example of a situation where we would dip 
into our rainy-day fund.  A third fund was 
established by the committee called the 
Trustees Project fund.  We plan to move 
money to this fund on a monthly basis to 
support all the small-scale projects planned 
by the Trustees for the year.  Examples 
would be window replacements, parking lot 
maintenance, and parsonage upkeep. 

It is our hope that these funds will help keep 
our church operating smoothly.  After all, 
our primary mission is to bring the love of 
Christ to all those in the Mason area, and 
our church Campus is used daily to make 
that happen.  

Submitted by Glenn Darling, 
Mason FUMC Financial Administrator 

MAKING MINISTRY HAPPEN 
Mortgage Matters 
Pastor Suzanne has mentioned this from the pulpit a couple of 
times lately, so I thought I might chime in with a summary of 
the good news related to our mortgage.  For a bit of historical 
perspective – we took out the mortgage in 2004 which 
(together with a bridge loan) totaled just over $2,000,000.  
This mortgage financed the remodeling of the offices, the 
addition of the east ramp and new entrance, as well as the 
addition of the elevator and library.  

As of January 1, 2021, our mortgage balance will be 
$160,150.61.  We have come a long way since 2004.  As of 
January 1 of 2020, the balance was $256,497.17.  That means 
we paid $96,346.56 on the mortgage in 2020.    If that trend 
holds steady, we will owe about $65,000 at the end of 2021.   

Our mortgage company requires that we keep several months’ 
worth of payments in escrow with them.  We plan to use this 
escrow balance to help pay off the balance and we expect this 
to happen by mid-2022.  

Blessings to everyone who has faithfully supported our Path-to-
Promise/Mortgage fund over these many years.  It’s exciting 
that we can look forward to a grand celebration in 2022 when 
our mortgage is paid in full. 

Submitted by Glenn Darling, 
                 Mason FUMC Financial Administrator 

 

Blessed to Be a Blessing 
As 2020 came to a close, we began to compile our Generosity 
pledges while simultaneously preparing a budget for 2021, ever 
keeping in mind that we are Blessed to Be a Blessing.  The 
exciting news is that so far we have received $298,690 in 
pledges with 15 new pledges and 20 increases in giving.   
 
While these offerings are encouraging, they are still short of 
our anticipated 2021 budget.  The 2021 budget includes some 
ambitious savings plans for capital improvements that will need 
to be made in the upcoming years.  Both the Trustees and the 
Finance Committees feel this is prudent so that we don’t find 
ourselves suddenly facing large projects with no funding plan.  
This funding plan (as Glenn writes about in his article) leaves us 
some flexibility so that we can still fully finance missions and 
ministries, put away money for future projects, but keep the 
discretion to not over-spend in the short term.  God has been 
good and our congregation has been faithful and generous. 
 
What is most important at this time 
of year, is to be in prayer and 
discernment about the ministry that 
God is calling us to.  If we commit 
ourselves to God’s purpose for us as a 
church, we can believe that God’s 
abundant blessing will continue to 
make it possible for us to worship, 
grow, and serve in Jesus’s name. 

 
Submitted by Pastor Suzanne Goodwin 
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THANK YOU to everyone who 
played a part in making the 

Living Nativity such a success. 
Please see the special insert 

with pictures within this issue! 
 

Our goal was to give a Christmas gift to 
our Mason neighbors and folks from 
other communities, too — a renewed 
connection with the timeless story of 

“good news” during a time when we all 
need a feel-good faith booster. 

 
We continue to offer on-line worship 
during the pandemic. Please visit the 

church website for the link to the 
YouTube broadcast: 

www.masonfirst.org 
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THANK YOU! 
So many people gave of their time, talents, and  
resources to make this year’s event a reality.     

We had 457 cars drive through the lot, with an  
average of 3 people per car. That means that we 

brought the real Christmas story to at least 1,300 
friends and neighbors from Mason and beyond! 

PASTOR SUZANNE GOODWIN brought the ideas, 
passion, and the assurance that 
“we can do this even in the 
midst of a pandemic.”  She 
rallied the troops, and even 
directed traffic that night. You 
can bet most of the people 
coming down Maple St. didn’t 
know that our fearless leader 
was the one waving them in! 
 
JEFF LAUTZENHEISER —       
Set designer and builder,     
prop master, electrician, and 
wandering shepherd (making 

sure everything was running 
smoothly) — these are just a few 
of the many hats Jeff wore over 
the last several months. This 
production would not have 
happened without him.  Pastor 
Suzanne has said more times 
than we can count (and rightly 
so), “Jeff is amazing!”  Jeff had 
a team of three wise guys who 
were of great help in building 

sets and in doing trial set up runs before 12/19. 

KIM SPERRY * BUD AREHART * DAVID GUNNS 

 
CLAUDIA IRELAND  headed up 
the talented group of ladies who 
made all the costumes for this 
production. For every scene and 
character, we had two costumes 
as people alternated every 45 
minutes. That means we had at 
least 50 costumes that had to be 
made, and accessorized.  
Claudia also knitted headbands 
for every angel, and she made 
masks for every actor in the production! 
 
Her SEAM(stress) TEAM was: 
Chris Bement  Ruth Judd 
Evelyn Bochenek Linda Plyer 
Lynda Carlson  Sylvia Rogers 
Glenda Crider  Deb Shoemaker 
Deb Fennell  Dorothy Stebleton 
Elaine Ferris 

 

PEGGY GUNNS was an organizer and coordinator 
extraordinaire.  She did so much 
legwork in making sure roles were 
filled, and people knew where to 
go, and what to do, and when to 
do it.  She made daily follow-ups 
with church staff to make sure we 
were all on the same page — such 
a blessing!   

 

 

A rooftop view! 

Pastor's Note:   
There is nothing more rewarding than knowing that we 
made new friends with our Living Nativity.  Thank you 
cards and donations continue to come in from visitors to 
our Living Nativity.  All donations are being used towards 
the supply of our Tiny Pantry.   

We also received so many wonderful comments via 
Facebook — not only the night of the event, but also in the 
days following.  Many people going through posted their 
own pictures and videos, expressing how blessed the 
Nativity made them feel.  Here is just one example, from a 
parishioner’s niece (named Mary) who lives in Lansing with 
her husband and four year-old daughter.   

“Tonight we went to a Living Nativity at the Methodist 
Church in Mason. WOW!  This was a stunning event!  As 
soon as we pulled out Claire said, `Let’s go again, guys!’  
We ALL loved it.  I was in tears after awhile and Steve had 
to take over reading the verses.  Just beautiful!” 



Thank You to the Cast & Crew 
Ceasar Augustus — Jim Page & Mark Page 

 
Herald Trumpeter 

Tim Crandall & Miles Miller 
 
 

Angel Gabriel 

Glenn Darling & Brian Whipple 
 

Mary at the Well  

Kaleigh VerHage & Brittany Beaune 

 

 

Traveling Mary and Joseph with Donkey 

Dawn & Brad Pagratis 

Morgan Vandergiessen & Jason Darling 
 

 “Fear Not” Angel 

Julie Adolphson 

Marti Abbott 
 

Shepherds Keeping Watch Over Their Flocks 

Gary Ireland 
Claudia Ireland * Joe Pulver 

David Gunns * Eric Jackalke 

Marilyn Lautzenheiser 
 

Angel Choir (Teen Version) 

Julia Droscha * Lara Adolphson 

Erika Jackalke * Hale Voss * Alyssa Lange 

 

Angel Choir (Adult Version) 

Ruben Droscha * Chris Bement 
Pat Hogart * Anne Hudgins 

Kim Wolfgang  

 

 

   

Wise Men (with Humphrey the Camel) 

Brian Hankey * Bart Crider * Aaron Dickinson 

Jim Goodwin 

  John Kuenzli 
Cody Goodwin 

 
 

Mary & Joseph in the Stable 

Megan and Wyl McCully 

Heidi and Ryan Berridge 

 
 

Shepherds at the Stable 

Deb Darling * Carol Whipple * Linda Pulver 

Kim Sperry * Tom Plumhoff  

TRAFFIC COORDINATORS — 
Mike Buckner & Dennis Howe 

These two gentleman helped 
us to figure out the best way 
to queue cars and not block 
critical intersections, and stood 
outside for the entire 
time, making sure all 
went smoothly.  We also 
appreciate the green light 

we received from the City of Mason 
and Police Department.  What a 
wonderful city we live in!   

We had a great team of folks who 
strapped on reflective safety vests to serve as: 

Traffic Directors: Dan Plyler, Larry 
and Gail Reid, Debby Fosburg, Mary 
Lou Keenon, Mark Wolfgang. 

Greeters: Cindy Howe, Pat Lange, 
and Deb Shoemaker 

Exit Attendants: Diana Kuenzli                 
   Beth Bousfield 
 
SET UP CREW — Some helped with readying props 
before the event.  Others started early in the 
morning the day of, running electrical wire and 
bringing out the main set pieces, or came later to 
help with luminaries, getting animals in the right 
place, and putting the final touches before 
showtime!  Many thanks to: 

 
Jeff Lautzenheiser * Kim Sperry 

David Gunns * Mark Wolfgang 

Glenn & Deb Darling * Pastor Suzanne 

Marti Abbott * Brian Whipple 

Bill Campbell * Pat Lange * Ken Carlson 

TEAR DOWN CREW — All the folks from the set up 
crew helped, and several more showed up that we 
were not expecting, in addition to cast members 
who chipped in.  The old saying that “Many hands 
make light work” was never more true; the lot was 
emptied and everything put away by 9:30! 

WARMING STATION CREW — The fellowship hall 
was set up in a socially distanced fashion so the 
folks outside could come in and warm up, and 
enjoy hot drinks and treats.  Many did, and others 
stayed outside by the firepit.  Many thanks to 
Joyce Plumhoff for being in charge of the kitchen 
that night and the crew of lovely ladies who 
helped her to serve: Bonnie Stalnaker, Jill Bell, 
Judy Campbell and Jan Dodge. Thanks also to 
Chocolate Chipped Bakery for donating delicious 
big cookies for everyone! 

PUBLICITY — Thank you to everyone who made 
personal invitations or distributed postcards to 
family, friends, and neighbors, and all those who 
liked/shared/commented on the many Facebook 
posts Jean Bement did to promote the event.  
Special Thanks to Deanna Bartlett for taking 
photos! 

We also appreciate many local businesses who 
allowed us to put up posters and/or passed out 
postcards to customers.   

GENEROUS ANGELS — Several church members 
and friends made financial/material contributions 
specifically to this event, leaving a very small 
impact to the church’s budget.  Thank You to 
those generous donors. 

Please note:  We did our best to name everyone we could who 
played a part in this event’s success.  If we inadvertently did 
not list your name, please accept our humblest apologies. 


