
Summer 
Is Here! 

Hope Is Alive 

 
 
 
 
Spring is in the air!  The sun is shining, trees are starting to bud, and I’ve got 
my office window open to let in the fresh air!  Woo hoo!  And on the fresh 
breeze floats hope like that feathered thing that perches in the soul. 
 
It has been so good to see people in the church again!  So, so good to hear 
people’s voices raised in worship together!  Last year at this time, I had to 
make the tough call to cancel Easter worship, and as hard as that was, I really 
believed that we were merely delaying our Easter celebration; not cancelling 
it altogether.  Because here’s the thing about Easter, and hope, and grace, 
and the love of Jesus Christ – nothing can cancel it!  Nothing can permanently 
suppress the miracle of Easter.  Resurrection is just that – it’s new life that 
laughs in the face of death.  We may not yet be to a place where we can 
laugh… after all, we’ve been through some really dark times and the loss has 
been great.  But there is a brighter day coming, and Easter is the beacon that 
outshines the dark.  Easter is the trumpet sound of hope. 
 
For the first time in a year, we are making plans and putting dates on the 
calendar.  We are anticipating activities and ministries and worship services 
and hospitality events that are all indicators of a church that is vibrantly alive.  
It’s time to shake off the doldrums of a year-long pandemic.  Stretch and 
reach and get warmed up, because it’s time to get back in the game, and you 
are a part of the game plan!  Everyone will have an opportunity to serve as 
we open the doors of the church and extend the love of Christ to the 
community around us, inviting families and children and youth to join us. 
 
In the meantime, Holy Week and Easter are nearly upon us.  I hope that you 
will join us for worship as we seek to grow in faith together.  On Thursday, 
April 1st, we will have a Holy Thursday worship service where we will 
remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples and we will celebrate Holy 
Communion in honor of Christ’s direction to remember him in this way.     
And we will again gather for worship on Good Friday to hear the most 
difficult love story of all time.  On Easter Sunday we will offer two identical 
services celebrating Christ’s victory which is the genesis of our hope.   

 
Praise God!  Christ is alive… and so is our hope! 
  

                  

  

       

   Rev. Suzanne Goodwin 

    

                                 April  2021     
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The Lord 
has risen! 

HOLY WEEK 
SERVICES 

 
Holy Thursday 

April 1  at  7:00pm 
 

Featuring prayer, a short message, 
 and observance of Holy Communion 

 

Good Friday 
April 2  at  7:00pm 

A service of prayer and reflection  
 

Easter Sunday 
April 4  at  9:30am and 11:00am 

Reservations are required by April 1. 
 

to guarantee seating on Easter morning. 
We continue to adhere to COVID safety 

practices , which includes socially-
distanced seating and mandatory mask 

wearing for all, regardless of vaccination 
status.  Please CALL the church office to 

make your reservation — 676-9449.  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
        Romans 15:13 
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The church office will be closed 
on Easter Monday, April 5. 



 SAFE SANCTUARY and other MARVELOUS MARCH MOMENTS... 
March 14 marked the first 
Sunday back in the sanctuary 
for this year.  It was so 
wonderful to see people’s 
faces (even masked), hear 
voices raised in prayer and 
song, and simply be together 
in this beloved, sacred space. 

THANKS to our TECH 
CREW for ALL YOU DO! 
Running equipment and 
producing the service is 
no easy feat, especially 
when technology does not 
cooperate.  We appreciate 
their hard work. 
 
Tech Advisor: Jon Droscha 
Camera Tech: Mark Wolfgang 
Sound Tech:  Jim Goodwin 
Slide Tech: Tim Crandall 

THANK YOU to the CHOIR for helping to lead us in hymn singing.  
After just two rehearsals, they were back to singing an anthem March 21 

SOCIALLY 
DISTANCED 

SEATING 
————— 

MANDATORY 
MASKS 

—————- 
COVID SAFETY 

IS GOAL #1 

Pastor at the Pulpit! 

ANNOUNCING NEW STAFF! 
Laurie Reed, Director of Family Ministries 
 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is so pleased to 
officially welcome Laurie to the Mason First ministry team! 
The office is painted, the desk is ready, and her first official 
day will be April 6.  We are so excited for the  ideas and 
enthusiasm Laurie brings to the table and know great 
things are coming in this important area of congregational 
growth.  And now, a few words from Laurie herself... 
 
Greetings Friends! 
 
I am eager and excited to begin my new role as Director of Family Ministries here at 
Mason First! This has been my church for 50 years, so this feels like home to me. That 
being said, this position was not even on my radar until a couple of months ago when 
Pastor Suzanne approached me and “planted the seeds.” After much thought, prayer, 
and discernment I could not deny that I was being led to serve in this capacity. As the 
saying goes, we don’t always know the plans God has for us! Thank you for the prayers, 
support, and offers to help. (I’ll need lots of it!) The seeds have been planted, let’s grow! 

CHURCH 
DAYCARE 
LOOKING 
TO HIRE 

 

Mason Christian Child Care 
Center is still in need of a 

Lead Toddler Teacher! 
 

If you know of a 
qualified person who loves 

working with young children 
 and might be interested, 
please have them contact 

Tami at 676-6588 
or email her at 

mcccc@masonfirst.org 
 

Thank you! 

 
 

mailto:mcccc@masonfirst.org


Faithful and Inclusive – The Bible, Sexuality & the United Methodist Church  
 

Sunday Evenings 6:30-8:00PM in the Fellowship Hall from April 11 ~ May 16 
 

Join us for a six-week program which will be facilitated by Pastor Suzanne and Lay Leader Deb 
Fennel.  Designed by Rev. Bob Fuquay, It creates safe space for churches to have grace-filled 
conversations about how we can be both obedient to God’s Word and fully welcoming to LGBTQ 
persons in the church. The program features video segments and Bible study, encouraging 
participants to discern their own perspectives on homosexuality using the biblical-interpretation 
approach of Methodism’s founder, John Wesley.  
 
Your bible is the only book you need to be a part of this class.  We are asking you to sign up so we 

can be sure to have enough socially-distanced space for all who plan to participate.  Please call or email Jean at the church 
office if you will be joining us. 

GROWING IN FAITH... 

 

We are planning to have a local  Leadership Team meeting Wednesday, April 7 at 9:00AM. 

PLEASE let me know if you cannot attend. We plan to meet in the Chapel but if we need 

more space to social distance we will be in the social room. Please remember your mask. 

At the recent Mid-Michigan District Leadership meeting, they decided to have our Spiritual 

Growth Retreat this year on Zoom. It will be held Saturday, May 1 from 10AM-Noon.  You will 

have to register in order to get the link for the Zoom meeting. The other item of big interest is 

that the plan for an in person Annual Meeting on September 21 -- guess where?  We are hosting 

it at Mason First. We will follow whatever the Health Dept. requires at that time. This is 

something special to look forward to, and we need everyone to help out with this event. 

The following came from Conference UMW and is a goal for us: 

“A Sisterhood of Grace” 

As a community of woman organized for mission, it is important that we be the creative, 

supportive fellowship espoused in our PURPOSE.  In that spirit, the Leadership Development 

Days planning team offers these guidelines, often referred to as “ground rules,” to provide us a 

framework to ensure dialogue and participation in the open, respectful and brave as we share, 

pray, learn and listen together. 

• Be mindful of our interrelatedness with one another and 

        all of God’s creation – celebrate diversity; practice sustainability. 

• Listen actively – with head and heart. 

• Speak from your own experience. 

• Respect confidentiality. 

• Expect unfinished business – both discomfort and joy. 
 
Just a thought: Some Christians are like wheelbarrows -- no good unless pushed; some are like canoes -- need to be paddled; a 

few are like kittens -- content only when petted; some are like trailers -- no good until pulled; and some are filled with the Holy 

Spirit of the Living God. Thank the Lord for these. May the Blessing of Easter be with you every day. 

            Joyce Plumhoff, UMW President 

 

Happy Easter, Happy Spring!  — News from UMW 

EXCITING KITCHEN NEWS! 
The new coolers have been installed —  

a 2-door unit and a separate single door unit.  
Trustees would like to thank the UMW for their 

generosity in helping to purchase them.  

Coming Soon:  Mindfulness for Faithfulness 
Have you ever reached the end of the day and wondered where the time went? Ever wondered why you’re feeling sad or 
stressed or irritable? Mindfulness is the practice of awareness “in the moment” which allows us to gain greater understanding 
of our thoughts and feelings. By strengthening our awareness, we give ourselves room for greater control of our time, our 
emotions, and our productivity. Watch for a new 6-week workshop beginning May 20 which will help you to discover how you 
can be more mindful, and more faithful! For more information, see Roger Nelson. 



 

SERVING OTHERS... 

What Do I Need To Do?  From Mike Buckner, Chairperson & Jill Bell, Vice Chair of Mission Committee 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! Your generosity has allowed us to continue our ministry 
to the homeless in the greater Lansing area, through our partnership with Mason 
Community Church and the Cardboard Prophets we have continued to serve through a 
good portion of this pandemic. More about that in a moment. 

Pastor Suzanne nailed it during her service on Sunday when she stated that this ministry is 
a “ministry of presence.” In that “ministry of presence” just the fact that you show up 
with a smile and a sincere desire to help is an act of service that the Lord can use to build 
His kingdom.  Oftentimes someone will ask me “what is it that I need to do?” My general 
answer has always been to say “whatever you’re comfortable doing.” I’ve realized that 
that’s a pretty vague answer. So if you’re interested in serving, here is a step by step 
introduction into Dinner in the Park. 

1. Load the vehicle. I can always use 1-2 people to help me load tables and totes into my 
truck. This generally will only take 10-15 minutes of your time. 

2. Set up at the park. Set up includes unloading the truck, setting up the tables along the 
sidewalk and displaying the clothing on the tables from the totes. I would like at least 2 
people on each of the 2 tables. Perhaps you’re physically unable to stand for 2 hours but 

want to help. It’s okay to volunteer for a shorter period of time, or bring along a lawn chair. Sit, relax, when you need to. 
Remember, this is a ministry of presence. Your being present says to those less fortunate that “ I care.” And isn’t that what 
Jesus says we should do? Love one another? ?  Truly I tell you tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.  Matthew 25:40.   

3. This is where the comfort level comes into play. Treating people with respect, we then need to determine what their needs 
are, and do we have what they need? Size? Fit? Etc! Just like in a store. If we can’t accommodate them, is there another table, 
from another church, nearby that can? There are knowledgeable people around to help connect people to resources.  It’s a 
team effort and you will find many of the volunteers ready and willing to help, whether it’s with sizes, services, prayer, sharing, 
or listening.  

The thing to realize is that there are other resources available that can help if we can’t. Example: oftentimes someone may ask 
for prayer. If you are not comfortable doing something like that (and that’s okay) let someone else know. There are others who 
are willing to do that. If you are not comfortable taking one of the homeless to 
another location, don’t do it, let someone else. Your comfort and safety are 
extremely important to me as well as to your enjoyment of this ministry. 

4. Listen. Everyone has a story. It’s amazing what you might hear, how you 
might be affected, and what God might say to you. Where God might lead you. 

5. Reload the totes with items that were not needed. Fold up the tables.    
Reload the truck and return to the church where we unload. 

Finished for the month! 

Back to donations. I have been thinking for awhile now how to better serve 
both my church and the homeless. Jill Bell and myself are putting together a 
monthly schedule of items that we hope to have donated. This does not mean 
that we no longer need your clothing donations but feel that often times we are 
overwhelmed by the amount of items donated. So, for example Mothers Day is 
in May. Our April wish list will be for those items that we would like donated to 
deliver in May. Our May wish list for items in June, June for July, etc. 

We will be utilizing the SignUpGenius app. for those of you with computer 
access, we will be advertising these monthly opportunities in the church 
newsletter, and we will also be posting this as well on the Social Hall Missions 
Board. Please look for them and again, THANK YOU. 

 

The collection for the homeless will 
focus on gift packs for Mother’s 

Day. Here are items we would like 
to collect during the month of 

April.  Look for the signup-genius, 
coming soon, and thank you for 
your kindness and generosity. 

 
Toothbrush / Toothpaste 

Feminine hygiene products 
Women’s socks  

Chapstick 
Ponytail holders 
Small hairbrush 
Emery boards 

Water  
Granola bars  

Heavy duty trash bags (large) 



SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST... 

Stephen Ministers ~ Who Are We?              Submitted by Sylvia Rogers of the Mason First Stephen Ministry Team 

We are lay congregation members who are trained to give one on one care for those going through 
difficult times: grief, divorce, job loss, parenting struggles, serious illness and other personal 
hardships.  Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life.  They share a passion for caring for others 
during their time of need. 

Training to become a Stephen Minister is non-denominational and Christ-centered. Their training 
equips participants with essential caring and relating skills.  Trainees learn how to listen to, care for, 
and walk with those navigating challenging life situations. Stephen Ministers are trained by their 
congregation’s Stephen Leader using resources from Stephen Ministries St. Louis.  If you or someone 
you know needs this care, you may refer them to Pastor Suzanne, Sylvia Rogers, or Nancy Nay. 

Originally published in The Methodist Woman 
This was submitted to UMW by Member Laurie Reed.  
Her family found it handwritten in a 1946 daily ledger, 

copied by her Great-Great Grandfather, Frank Free. 

A Morning Prayer 
LORD, I will this day try to live a simple, sincere and 

serene life, repelling promptly every thought of 
discontent, anxiety, impurity and self-seeking.  

Cultivating cheerfulness, charity, patience and the 
habit of holy silence. Exercising economy in 

expenditure, carefulness in conversation, diligence in 
appointed service, fidelity in every trust, and a childlike 
faith in GOD. As I cannot in my own strength, attain 
this power and wisdom, I make firm and solemn resolve 

that I will seek all these things from my Heavenly 
Father, in the name of his son Jesus Christ, and 

through the mighty energy of his Holy Spirit. Help me, 
Oh Lord, to keep this resolution throughout this day 

and all days to come.   

Help us to avoid anger and dissention; help us to work 
together in the spirit of friendliness, cooperation, and 
fellowship. Help us to triumph over all our enemies: 

greed, lust, selfishness, envy, hate, jealousy, self-conceit, 
laziness, indolence, procrastination, and all those evil 
agents that enter human hearts and lead them away 

from the paths of righteousness. Help us to live grateful 
lives.  Give us grace to acknowledge Thy mercies by 

sharing the heavy loads that others may carry.  Amen. 

Let’s Have a 
Planning Party! 

 
We have so much to look 
forward to in the coming 
year, now that we can 

actually start putting plans 
in place to bring people together in faith 

and fellowship, once COVID is on it’s way out. 
 
We will have a planning session in May… 
See the May newsletter for details on how 
you can be involved by bringing your 
enthusiastic  ideas for programs and activities. 
Please be mindful that all plans must be 
approved by Pastor Suzanne .  

 

Jesus Loves the Little Children 
 
With the hiring of Laurie Reed as our Director 
of Family Ministries, we now have the 
opportunity to dream up new programs and 
ministries that will delight and invite children 
and youth to grow in our church.  But, as we 
all know, it takes a village!  Jesus wants us to 
love the little children (and their older 
brothers and sisters and parents) as well! 
 
In the days to come, please be in prayer 
about how God may be calling you to 
support children, youth, and family ministries 
with your gifts and graces.   
 
As we look forward to the summer, we are 
looking at options for an alternative outdoor 
Vacation Bible School.  What about a music 
camp?  What about a local mission week for 
youth?  What if we invited teenagers to come 
and learn new skills and hobbies?  Would 
anyone like to start a MOPs group?   
 
How has God gifted you to share the love of 
Jesus with the children he loves?   



Do you have an small odd job, a minor plumbing repair or need a ride to 

an appointment? If you do, call Brian Hankey 

at  676-2463 or the church office,  and the 

Helping Hands Crew will do their best to be 

of service to you. 

WHO IS THIS 
SUPER SCOUT?   

 
YOUR HINTS:   

He retired after 30+ 
years as a teacher for 
Mason Public Schools.  
He’s a supporter of 
Mason and MSU 
athletics, and is know 
for his prowess on the 
golf course.  The pedal 
truck he’s driving in this 
picture was a practice 
run for the future, too! 

 ETHODIST M 
Y 
S 
T 
E 
R 
Y 

 
Christian Sympathy is Expressed to: 
• The family of Jessica Sutberry, who 

passed away unexpectedly on March 
4. We pray for her son Colin, mother Colleen, 
grandmother Marge Talboys, and siblings;  
Heather, Melissa, Troy, and their families. 

 
Prayers & Get Well Wishes to: 

• Ken Richmond who was hospitalized at U of M 
for a week in March, and is healing at home. 

• Lynn Whipple who is healing from shoulder 
surgery in mid-March. 

• Karen Krepps who is suffering from shingles. 

• Those who have been battling COVID. 
Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone   
from our church family is admitted. Please ask a family 

member or a friend to let us know! 

Thinking of members and friends in assisted 
living, rehab/nursing facilities, and hospice care: 

• Green Acres, Mason: Bev Eccleston 
   Beth Grosshans 

• Holt Senior Care, Holt: George Dunivon 

• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos: 
  Char Bush and John Dodge 

• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits 

• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing: 
 Garrett and Barbara Wheaton 

(In case you wondered, March’s “MM” was  Claudia Ireland.) 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION 

 — DEADLINE — 
APRIL 30 * 3:00PM 

 
Graduating high school seniors and college students 
are eligible to apply.  Consideration will be given to 
those who have demonstrated faith and faithfulness 
within Mason First UMC and the community.  The 
committee also considers education and vocational 
goals, financial need, and academic history.   
 

Applications are available from the church office. 
You may pick one up in person or receive it via 
email; simply send a request to Jean Bement at 

info@masonfirst.org and she will forward it to you. 

The deadline to return complete applications  
is Friday, April 30 at 3:00PM. 

The church office must RECEIVE it by this date/time.  
Late/incomplete applications will not be considered. 

Recipients will be announced in church           
on Sunday, May 23 during the service. 

THANK YOU for TINY PANTRY DONATIONS 

The Missions Committee is so grateful for everyone’s help in keeping the 

Tiny Pantry stocked, assisting those in our community who live with food 

insecurity.  With warmer temperatures on the way, please remember to 

only put non-perishable food items in the pantry.  We also cannot 

distribute homemade baked goods — while it is a 

wonderful gesture to want to share them with 

neighbors in need, we must consider food safety, 

allergies, and lingering COVID concerns.  Please keep 

these factors in mind when making your donations.   

If you do not choose to shop but would like to help 

keep the pantry stocked, you can make a donation 

to the church, indicating it is for the Tiny Pantry.  The 

funds are then given to Tim Crandall, our designated 

shopper, and he keeps tubs filled here at church so 

we can fill the pantry.  THANK YOU.     

BULLETIN BOARD — BITS FROM HERE AND THERE 

 

ALTAR FLOWER AVAILABILITY 

Now that we are back to in-person worship, we also 

have the opportunity for members and friends to 

provide altar flowers each week.  If you have a special 

occasion you would like to mark by ordering flowers and having an 

announcement in the weekly bulletin, please call Jean Bement at the 

church office to see if the date you want is available.  There will also be a 

flower calendar posted on the hallway bulletin board, across from the 

kitchen, with the rest of the available dates for this year on it.  You are 

welcome to sign up yourself should you be in church Sunday morning. 



FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS! 

Think about a butterfly, and how it comes to be — 

A caterpillar hatches from an egg and crawls to a bush or tree. 
 
Then it spins (around itself) a cocoon and stays inside, 

And changes start to happen while it’s in there, trying to hide. 
 
It takes some time, some sunny days, and then a glorious thing, 

The cocoon opens to a butterfly, brightly colored on each wing. 
 
How did it happen? We want to know -- it’s a miracle we see. 

Like the life of Jesus and Easter shows God’s love for you and me. 

MAKE A TIE~DYE BUTTERFLY! 
Butterflies are often used as a symbol for Jesus and renewed life.  
While it’s still too cold here to have them hatching from cocoons 
outside, you can make paper butterflies inside and decorate your 
doors and windows.  
If you want to 
make some, here 
are the directions! 

 
What you need: 

• White coffee filters (round) 

• Washable markers 

• Pipe cleaners / clothespins  

• Water in a spray bottle 
 
What you do: 

 Color with markers on the coffee filters.    
You’ll need 4 filters for each butterfly. 

 Lay them on a wire baking rack over a dark 
towel or across the sink so you won’t stain 
what is underneath them.  Spray them with 
water so the colors will “run” on the filters.  
Then allow them to dry completely. 

 Accordion fold them (like a paper fan) and 
overlap the top and bottom paired wings at 
least 1 inch in the middle.   

 Take your pipe cleaner and fold it in half, 
winding it around where you have joined 
your wings in the middle.  Twist the pipe 
cleaner to make a “body” of your butterfly 
and then make curly antennae up top. If you 
don’t want to use a pipe cleaner, you can 
substitute a clothespin for the body. 

 Once your body is secure, unfold the wings 
to reveal all the beautiful colors on them! 

Make eggs and flowers, too!  
Just do steps 1 and 2 and then cut your 
filters into egg  or flower shapes — it’s 
a lot of fun to use this technique! 
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Return Service Requested 

 

JOIN US EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4th 
Two Services — 9:30 and 11:00AM 

RESERVATIONS are REQUIRED by April 1st 
 Please CALL the church office 676-9449 

After much consideration — tracking COVID numbers, knowing 
many parishioners have received vaccines, and the lifting of some 
restrictions by government and health officials, church leadership 
came to  the consensus to resume in-person worship on March 14.  
Of course, we are still utilizing COVID safety protocols:  6’ social 
distancing is enforced and masks are mandatory, regardless of your 
vaccination status.  Seating capacity in the sanctuary is limited and 
there is no fellowship time after the service.  

 
For those who wish to continuing worshiping online, 

the service will still be recorded and available each Sunday.  

 You can click on the Worship tab on the website, 

www.masonfirst.org or find the YouTube link on the church’s official 

Facebook page,  Mason First United Methodist Church Connection. 

Please, if you are accessing the link through Facebook, remember 

to “LIKE” and “SHARE” so your family/friends might see it, too! 






