
Summer 
Is Here! 

I N S I D E  t h i s  i s s u e  

A Season of Preparation – Leaning Toward Easter 

In the early days of the church, the season of Lent was a time of 

preparation for new converts to the faith who were preparing to be 

baptized and join the church. It was a time of prayer and study, and an 

occasion of repentance which has led to the idea that Lent is a solemn 

and somber season.   

I have never seen it that way. I believe that Lent is about preparing us for 

Easter and new life.  I believe that repentance is about letting go of 

things that are weighing us down and holding us back, so… good 

riddance!  I believe that praying and studying scripture gives us renewed 

access to God’s grace, and who can’t use more of that?  I believe that 

renewed dedication to the practice of our faith makes us stronger, and 

stronger faith gives us purpose, and purpose gives our lives meaning.  

Everything about Lent is leaning toward Easter! 

We have been in a year-long season of difficulty.  We have learned a LOT 

about ourselves, and not all of it has been pretty.  We are now daring to 

hope that a new day is coming when the restraints of this pandemic do 

not rule our lives.  We want to leave the year of darkness behind us. But 

what are we leaning towards? 

During this season of Lent, we are going to be praying for God’s guidance 

and revelation as we prepare ourselves for spring and new life in our 

church.  In this issue of the newsletter, I’m going to be offering some 

thoughts about how we can use this season to be ready for the day when 

we can throw open the doors of the church and invite newcomers in.  We 

have some things to do to make ready.  Most of all, we need to be 

praying for open hearts and open minds so that we can open the doors.   

Although we have not officially finalized our Mission statement, we have 

identified three defining functions of our church: We believe that we are 

to help people grow in faith, serve others, and share the love of Christ.  

In the days ahead as we lean toward Easter and the new life it brings, I 

encourage you to be in reflective prayer and conversation with God 

about how you have been gifted to serve in the days of Easter to come.  

Lent is a season of preparation… and Easter is just 

around the corner! 

  

                  

  

       

   Rev. Suzanne Goodwin 

          March 2021     

The First Connection 
a publication of 

Mason First United Methodist Church 
 

Growing in Faith, Serving Others, Sharing the Love of Christ 

 

A Litany for Lent 
 

We fast from judging others, 

    but feast on patience. 

We fast from apparent differences, 

    but feast on unity of all life. 

We fast from words that pollute, 

    but feast on words that affirm. 

We fast from complaining, 

    but feast on appreciation. 

We fast from bitterness and anger, 

    but feast on forgiveness and mercy. 

We fast from discouragement, 

    but feast on hope. 

We fast from suspicion, 

    but feast on trust. 

We fast from idle gossip, 

    but feast on purposeful silence. 

We fast from problems that overwhelm, 

    but feast on prayer that strengthens. 
 
(Litany courtesy of Franciscan Mission Service) 
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THANK YOU from MCCCC  from Tami Boyic, Director 

Many, many thanks to our church friends who left 

Valentine donations for us in the church office. We 

received lots of great snacks and supplies that the 

children will enjoy.  Everyone here at Mason First is so 

generous, and we appreciate your continued support. 

One of the highlights of the preschooler’s week is 

getting to go to choir with Mrs. Bement.  They look 

forward to it each week and talk about it long after they 

have been to class. 

This year they wanted to do something special to thank Mrs. Bement for all the fun they 

have singing with her and all of the songs she has taught them.  They all worked together to 

make her a valentine-thank you. 

Mrs. Bement is a wonderful teacher who provides an opportunity for learning and fun each 

week.  We also say, “Thank You!” 

FEBRUARY REFLECTIONS... 

REFLECTION 

Thank You to everyone who came 
to the Prayer Walk. We had six 
prayer posts where attendees 

could reflect on the spirit of Lent. 

 
HELP NEEDED! 

 

The Child Care Center 
is looking for a Lead 

Toddler Teacher! 
 

If you know of a 
qualified person who loves 

working with children 
 and might be interested, 
please have them contact 

Tami at 676-6588 
or email her at 

mcccc@masonfirst.org 

 
Thank you for 

your help! 

PRAYER KNOTS 

RE-LEASE ON LIFE 

ASHES TO ASHES 
NEAR THE CROSS 

COME TO THE TABLE 

 

mailto:mcccc@masonfirst.org


One thing we understand very well here at Mason FUMC is that growing in faith is a life-long endeavor. We love and appreciate 
opportunities to strengthen our relationship with the God who has so blessed our lives and our church. It is truly a means of 
God’s grace that we are able to encourage one another on this journey. Here are two upcoming opportunities for you to 
consider and to recommend to friends and neighbors! 
 

Faithful and Inclusive – The Bible, Sexuality & the United Methodist Church  
 
This six-week program, which will begin the week following Easter, is designed by Rev. Rob 
Fuquay, Pastor of one of the largest United Methodist Churches in the country. He writes to 
create safe space for churches to navigate this thorny issue and to have conversations about how 
we can be both obedient to God’s Word and fully welcoming to LGBTQ persons in the church. The 
program is designed to assist participants in discerning their own perspectives on the Bible’s 
passages related to homosexuality using the biblical-interpretation approach of Methodism’s 
founder, John Wesley.  
 
 This program, which will be facilitated by Pastor Suzanne and Deb Fennell, Lay Leader & Christian 
Education Chair, is meant to prepare us to have grace-filled conversations in the upcoming year 

about how we would like our church to be in ministry in this time and in this community. This will be a true opportunity for us to 
grow in faith and discipleship together. 
 
Watch for announcements later in the month which will indicate class times, how to sign up, and how to get class materials.  
 

Grace – a Workbook (Study Buddies)  
 
We use the word often. We “say grace” before meals. “There but for the Grace of God go I.” 
But do we know what it is? This workbook is a wonderful in-depth study of the grace of God 
that lifts us and draws us closer to God.  
 
We purchased copies of this book intentionally to be used among folks who have been isolated 

by the pandemic and unable to join in any of our online or in-person gatherings. If you are 

interested in being paired up with a Study Buddy please contact Peggy Gunns (Study Buddies 

Coordinator) to receive a copy of the book and a Study Buddy! 

GROWING IN FAITH... 

 



 

Submitted by Joyce Plumhoff, Mason First UMW President 

Here we are celebrating Lent, wearing masks, social distancing and watching church 
service virtually. AGAIN this year. I am suggesting that instead of giving up something 
for Lent that you GIVE something. A note to someone, a phone call anything to let 
someone know you care about them. Cookies dropped off might be nice too. 

Despite our inactivity, the quilters remains busy, each in her own home.  At this time, 
Lynda Carlson and Claudia Ireland already have about 20 quilts ready to take to the 

women’s shelter. Their goal for this year is to have 100 quilts for the men and women at Porter House for the Missions 
Committee to deliver at Christmas. We support the quilters as an expression of UMW’s mission to support, women, children 
and youth. Donations of fabric (100% cotton) or toward the purchase of fabric are always appreciated.  We could use donations 
of children size blankets for the Urgent Care. Drop them off at the church office; thanks to those who have continued to 
donate to this mission.  I also want to thank everyone in UMW for supporting the decision to help the church purchase the new 
large stainless steel cooler unit, replacing the 25+ year-old unit that quit last year and simply could not be repaired. 

While we are not meeting in March, we are tentatively planning to have a Leadership Team meeting April 7 at 9 a.m. We will 
wear masks and socially distance in the fellowship hall. PLEASE call me (676-2716) to let me know if you will attend. Thank you. 

For You the Think About: “What sort of church would our church be, if every member were just like me? 

            Blessings, Joyce 

 

SERVING OTHERS... 

A Unifying Vision   From Mike Buckner, Missions Chair 

In February we held an in-person Missions Team meeting in the social hall. Wearing our masks and socially distanced, we 
discussed all the ways that members and friends of our church make an impact in Mason and the greater community through 
mission activities, and how that impacts the greater mission of the church: Growing in Faith, Serving Others, and Sharing the 
Love of Christ. 

As a group, we identified the following activities and areas of mission (past and present): 

 · Quilting Group 
  · Helping Hands       
  · Grief Support 
  · Clothing Bank 
  · Tiny Pantry 
  · Homeless Help 
  · Tutoring (Reading) 
  · White Christmas 
  · Christmas in August  
  · Coat Drive (community) 
  · Night of 1,000 Blessings 
  · Youth Mission Trips 
  · Child Care Center (MCCCC) 
   

Last year, on the very afternoon that the first COVID shutdown went into effect, Mason FUMC was hosting a community 
leaders meeting consisting of representatives from Mason area churches, Mason Public Schools, community service agencies, 
and city officials. The purpose of this meeting was to discuss a bold new idea — a collaboration of mission services in one 
central location, making it easier for those in need to find help, and maximizing the wide range of efforts put forth by churches 
and community agencies.   

Currently, a plan is being discussed to make use of the now unoccupied Nazarene Church for this collaborative effort now 
called Mason Community Service. 

Now, more than ever, it is important for us to define our mission strategies and discuss vision and focus for our future missional 
activities.  If you currently lead a service project in the church, OR if you have dreamed of a service that we can offer, OR if you 
just want to get more involved in serving others, we invite you to join us for our next Missions Team meeting on March 17 at 
6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Please contact the church office and let us know you would like to be included and we will forward the 
Zoom link to you! 



SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST... 

PREPARE  Just like receiving guests at home, we need to 

take stock and make sure that our house is ready to receive 

guests.  Are we ready to greet our guests and make them 

feel welcomed? Have we made information available that 

helps them navigate the building and the customs of our 

church?  Do we have hospitality in place? Have we made our 

worship offering appealing to newcomers? Do we have 

nursery care and things for children to do? (Not yet!) 

Most of all, we need to prepare ourselves. Although we are 

a friendly and loving congregation, we have had a few 

missteps where visitors are concerned. So, it is important 

that before we begin inviting new people into our church, 

we ask ourselves, “Are we willing to greet a stranger?  What 

if they have children who are noisy?  What if they have 

purple hair and a nose ring?  What if they bring their 

McDonald’s breakfast with them because they just got off 

work on the night shift?  Are we prepared to greet 

newcomers and welcome them warmly – no matter what?” 

If the answer is “Yes!”, then let’s start making plans!   

INVITE  Once we’ve put in place all the elements of 

hospitality that we’ll need to make sure visitors have a great 

experience, we need to start issuing invitations! YOU are the 

single best invitation we have.  When you talk about your 

church in the course of your social interactions, you create 

interest and intrigue. If you make it obvious that you find 

your involvement at Mason FUMC to be a good experience, 

people will want to know more. The most common way 

that people get connected with a new church is because 

they were invited by someone they know! 

In addition to personal invitation, we will be making plans 

to host events that invite the community to come into our 

church. When we have those types of events, we’ll want to 

staff it with friendly people like you! 

WELCOME  You never get a second chance to make a good 

first impression! We all need to step up our game and be 

aware of new faces.  Often times, established members 

become shy of greeting new faces for fear of offending a 

member that they haven’t met before. That’s simple to 

remedy! Simply greet unfamiliar folks with a friendly, “I’m 

not sure we’ve met!” and introduce yourself.  Then, you can 

follow that up with, “How long have you been coming 

here?” The underlying assumption is that they look like they 

belong which makes a newcomer feel less self-conscious.   

If you happen on a newcomer, offer to introduce them to 

others, and to Pastor Suzanne. Offer to show them around 

and answer questions.   

HOSPITALITY  Just as when we receive guests in our home, 

we want to make sure that we have all the elements of 

hospitality in place so that our guests feel welcome.  As we 

begin to make plans to open for worship again, we are 

hoping to create a coffee set-up in the narthex and possibly 

the atrium so that people can get coffee before worship.   

We’d also like to put together a hospitality team whose 

focus is on identifying newcomers and helping them to feel 

at home – give a walking tour of the building, answer 

questions, give them a newcomer’s welcome packet, 

connect them to other members, and make sure we send a 

“Thank you” for worshiping with us. 

Is God calling you to serve as a hospitality helper?  In the 

days to come, we’re going to need friendly folks to help put 

hospitality practices in place. If you enjoy meeting new 

people and would like to be a part of welcoming 

newcomers to our church, please see Pastor Suzanne.  It’s 

time to throw open the doors and invite the people in! 

 

GETTING READY TO RECEIVE COMPANY 
 

On this one message, we are all singing out of the    

same hymnal: We want to receive new members into 

our church family!  But how do we get them to come?     

How do we make sure they have a good experience 

when they do come so that they want to make this   

their church home?  This season of preparation is a   

great time for us to be making plans to receive and 

welcome new guests.  So let’s get started! 



Do you have an small odd job, snow 

removal,  a minor plumbing repair or need 

a ride to an appointment? If you do, call 

Brian Hankey at  676-2463 or the church 

office,  and the Helping Hands Crew will do 

their best to be of service. 

WHO IS THIS 
DARLING GIRL?   

 
YOUR HINTS:   

This crafty lady is the 
queen of the sewing 
bees — an avid quilter, 
plus she knits/crochets 
beautifully. She and her 
husband raised seven 
children.  She is a very 
active member of UMW. 

 ETHODIST M 
Y 
S 
T 
E 
R 
Y 

 

Congratulations to:  

Jordan Page and Lindsey Westfield on the 

February 15 birth of their son, Madsen Michael.  

Karen and Mark Page are thrilled to welcome 

another grandchild to their family! 
 
Christian Sympathy is Expressed to: 

• Deb and Glenn Darling on the passing of her 

father February 12. 

• The family of Vic Whipple, who passed away 

on February 17. 

• Nancy Dunivon on the passing of her sister 

February 15. 

• Tim Tuthill and his family on the passing of 

his mother, Jan, on February 1. 

• Kathy and Roger Nelson on the passing of 

her sister-in-law in late January. 
 

Prayers & Get Well Wishes to: 

• Phyllis Baisch after cardiac procedures. 

• Glenda Crider who is home, recovering     

from a stroke. 

• Ina Lyon recovering at home after a recent 

hospital stay. 

• Nancy Dunivon after a heart procedure. 

• Danielle Robson recovering at home from 

ankle surgery. 

• Beverly Feazel who broke her arm. 

• Those who have been battling COVID. 
Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone from 

our church family is admitted. Please ask a family member 

or a friend to let us know! 

 

Thinking of members and friends in assisted 
living, rehab/nursing facilities, and those in 
hospice care: 

• Green Acres, Mason: Bev Eccleston 

       Beth Grosshans 

• Holt Senior Care, Holt: George Dunivon 

• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos: 

  Char Bush and John Dodge 

• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits 

• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing: 

 Garrett and Barbara Wheaton 
  

(In case you didn’t figure it out, last month’s “MM” was Jeff Lautzenheiser.) 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
 

Our church is blessed with the opportunity each year to 
provide scholarship funds to qualified students, helping 
our youth with the tuition, books, room and board, and 

specific fees associated with pursuing a college education. 
 
Scholarship applications are available from the church office. You may 
pick one up in person or receive it via email — just send your request to 
info@masonfirst.org and Jean Bement will forward a copy to you. 
The deadline to return your application is Friday, April 30 at 3:00PM. 
The church office must RECEIVE it by this date and time — please be 
advised that late and/or incomplete applications will not be considered. 
 
Consideration will be given to students who have demonstrated 
faith and faithfulness within Mason First UMC and the community. 
The committee will also consider education and vocational goals, 
financial need, and academic history.  Graduating high school seniors, as 
well as college students, are eligible to apply. 

TINY PANTRY HELPS MANY 

Food insecurity is a reality for many families in the greater 

Mason community. Your donations of non-perishable food 

items go a long way in helping our neighbors make sure 

there is food on the table. THANK YOU for your continued 

support of this very visible local mission at Mason First! 

BULLETIN BOARD — BITS FROM HERE AND THERE 



Use your voice and this hand-crafted 

percussion instrument to make a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD LOVES TO HEAR YOU SING! 
 

What you need: 
• Dry beans (about one Tbsp.) 

• Plastic Easter egg 

• 2 plastic spoons 

• Masking tape 

• Markers and stickers 
 

What you do: 
 Place the beans inside the egg and 

snap it closed. 

 Set the egg in a spoon and cover it 

with the second spoon so the spoons 

are holding the egg. 

 Tape the spoons to the egg, and wrap 

tape around the spoons from top to 

bottom to make a shaker handle. 

 Decorate your shaker and use it as 

you sing praises to God! 

 Experiment with sounds by filling 

other eggs with coins, rice, beads, and 

other small things. 

Did you know that Pastor Suzanne plays drums? 
She’s really good at it — just one of her many talents! 

 The Bible talks about praising God through music and dancing in Psalm 150:4-5 
  Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

    Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS! 
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Return Service Requested 

 

People have been asking if we see a light at the end of the tunnel, now 
that many friends and neighbors have been (or will soon be) 
vaccinated for COVID.  The leadership of the greater Methodist church, 
as well as our local Church Council, continue to heed the advice from 
health and other government officials. It is simply not safe enough at 
this point to hold in-person worship services, even with COVID 
precautionary measures in place.  Please continue to pray for those 
fighting this terrible virus: patients, health care personnel, and the 
scientists doing all they can.  

  
We all look forward to the day when we can worship together again, 

and fill our sanctuary with fellowship, song, and prayer.  
  

Until then, we encourage you to watch the service online.  You can click on the Worship tab 

 on the website, www.masonfirst.org or find the YouTube link on the church’s official 

Facebook page,  Mason First United Methodist Church Connection. 

 

Please, if you are accessing the link through Facebook, remember to “LIKE” and “SHARE” 

the post, so that your friends will see it and have the opportunity to worship with us. 
 

 



 

April 1 April 2 April 3 




