
Summer 
Is Here! 

           How Is It with Your Soul? 
 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be  
in good health, as it goes well with your soul.   ~3 John 1:2 

 

There are so many blessings to being a part of a community of faith, not the least of which is that we genuinely care for 
one another and commit ourselves to uplifting each other in prayer and in relationship.  Never has that been a greater 
blessing than over the past year and a half when we have been on a tumultuous journey together that has forced us to 
keep our distance even as we know how important it is to be together.  We have gained new appreciation for both 
reaching out and being sought after.   
 
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, believed that our faith was strengthened as we fellowship in 
small groups, encouraging one another and lovingly holding one another accountable. He encouraged his small groups 
to begin by asking the question, “How is it with your soul?”  Which is kind of like asking, “How 
are you?” only with a deeper level of concern.  How are you? is ok for bumping into someone at 
Meijer where the inquiry and response are meant to be appropriate for the 30 seconds that you 
occupy the same aisle.  How is it with your soul? requires time to listen and dwell; time to search 
and delve into honest assessment of how we’re doing deep inside.  To ask is to show genuine 
love and interest for someone else’s well-being.  To answer honestly, is to accept the invitation 
to be loved and to entrust someone with your vulnerability.  
 
This fall, I invite you to participate in our worship series, How is it with your soul?  
Together we’ll consider what it means to be mindful and attendant upon God’s  
greatest gift to us. Don’t forget to invite your friends! 
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How is it with your   soul? 
Fall Sermon Series beginning September 19 
 
   Sept 19 Soul Deep    
   Sept 26 Sunshine In My Soul 
   Oct 3 Soul Survivor 
   Oct 10 Body & Soul 
   Oct 17 Soul Smarts 
   Oct 24 A Trusting Soul 



 COMING THIS FALL…              GET INVOLVED — INVITE A FRIEND! 

This fall, join us in any of the many opportunities to grow in faith. 
Check out the opportunities below and sign up on the Caring Table outside of Fellowship Hall. 

 

Disciple Bible Study Fast Track provides a valuable study option for busy people seeking 
comprehensive Bible study. Participants read a manageable 3-5 chapters of the Bible daily in preparation for 
the weekly meetings which last approximately 75 minutes. Lessons include illustrated video review followed 
by meaningful discussion led by facilitator, Dennis Howe.  Disciple New Testament is held Tuesday evenings at 
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  It runs for 12 weeks, from September 14 through November 30.  
  
  

The World Is About to Turn  In these increasingly divisive times, how 

does God intend for us to live well together in the common life? Drawing from scripture as well as writings 
from a variety of other faith traditions and contemporary theologians, The World is About to Turn offers a 
practical guide for conversations which encourage mutual understanding.  This class will be meeting out at 
the firepit on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm beginning September 8 (running six weeks) and will 
be facilitated by Mike Buckner and Marti Abbott.  Books are available by contacting the church office.  

 

The Wired Word 
This new Adult Bible Study Curriculum will be the basis for a new adult Sunday School class replacing 
FaithLink.  This class is meant to help us think theologically about current events.  Led by Jon Droscha, 
The Wired Word will meet initially in Fellowship Hall following worship beginning Sunday, September 
19.  Bring your Bible and a friend! 
 

Faith Chat Returns September 28 
 
Our popular online faith discussion group returns this fall via its 

convenient Zoom format, Tuesdays at 10:00am or 7:00pm.  You can attend meaningful 
faith discussions about the intersection of life from the comfort of your favorite chair 
with your favorite coffee mug in hand. Surround yourself with the peace and fellowship 
of friends supporting each other  on a journey of faith.  Please be sure to sign up at the 
Caring table so that you can receive the Zoom link.  This class is facilitated by Pastor 
Suzanne with assistance from class members.   

 

Faithful and Inclusive Begins in October 
 
We had originally planned to hold this six-week program back in the spring, but COVID caused us to 
delay.  It has been rescheduled for Sunday evenings for the following dates: October 10, 17, 24 and 
November 7, 14 and 21.  It will be facilitated by Pastor Suzanne and Lay Leader Deb Fennell. For those 
who have already called or emailed the office to sign up, you don’t need to do so again.  We have the 
original lists and will contact you when we get closer to the class dates with the time and other details.  If 
you haven’t already signed up and want to be added to either list (in-person or Zoom), please call Jean at 
the church office 676-9449 or send an email to jean@masonfirst.org. 

 

Widowed Companions: Coping with the Loss of Your Spouse 
 

Widowed Companions is a non-denominational group for widows and widowers that provides emotional and spiritual support 
in a safe, confidential, nonjudgmental setting.  While embracing the uniqueness of each individual experience, members can 
share their grief with others who have had similar experiences, thoughts, and feelings. This ten-week class provides an open 
format for discussion and education, focusing on the many aspects of grief and healing. There is a small registration fee (which 
may be waived) to cover the cost of the book, “Understanding Your Grief” by Dr. Alan Wohlfelt, the accompanying journal, and 
other materials. Additional on-going support groups are available after completion of this program. Help spread the word — a 
new class session begins October 7, meeting Thursdays at 5:30pm in the Chapel.  It is important that all new members join us by 
the first (and no later than the second) week, as the group dynamic is established by the second week. 

 

New Testament 

 

 

 



 

Great news! IGNITE is our new youth group 

for teens and tweens in grades 6-12.  

Below is the tentative schedule of fall events.                         

Inviting friends is always encouraged! 

FALL FUN SCHEDULE 

9/26     6:00 KICK-OFF Bonfire w/ hotdogs & s’mores  
   7:30 Parent meeting                            

10/10   6:00-8:00  EPIC NERF BATTLE (meet in the youth room)          

10/24   6:00-8:00  Corn Maze  (location/cost to be determined) 

11/07   6:00-8:00  Movie Night 

11/21   6:00-8:00  “Let’s Give Thanks”  

12/05   6:00-8:00   Christmas Service Project 

Bridging the Basics of Worship 
with Christian Education 

 
NEW THIS FALL!  Worship Quest is  an opportunity for children 

in preschool thru 5th grade to have their own worship experience 
downstairs during Sunday morning service.  Kids will learn worship 

basics (offering, doxology, Bible reading, The Lord’s Prayer, etc.) as well 
as have fun and interactive Bible stories, crafts, music, and more! 

 OUR NEW YOUTH MINISTRY  

 NEW IN CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Worship Quest kicks off on Sunday, September 19th 



 

 VISION and MISSION 

DARING TO DREAM — A VISION OF FAITH 
 
Daring to Dream — it’s a state of hopefulness that God has put before us.  2022 looks to be an exciting year.  It offers an 
opportunity for us to throw off the restraints of COVID and pay off our mortgage so that we can dance with joy as we surge 
towards new ministry opportunities.  Just what are those opportunities?  That’s for us to decide, and why now is the time to 
dream and vision and make plans. 
 
Thriving ministries and missions don’t just happen by accident – they come about because the family of faith unites for the 
common purpose of being God’s home to the community they serve.  So it’s time to dream – BIG!  Imagine what God can do 
through us.  Then let’s turn those dreams into intention and set some goals that will touch lives and build a kingdom.   

Exciting Ways to Serve 
 
Serving others – it’s more than a 
mission statement; it’s a call to 
action.  This fall, we’re looking ahead 
to our Night of a Thousand Blessings 
on November 13 which is an incredible 
opportunity for our church (and 
community) to join in a variety of 
different hands-on activities meant to 
bless the lives of a thousand 
people.  We need ideas and planners 
and organizers.  If you enjoyed our last Night of a Thousand 
Blessings and want to take part in making it a success this 
year, please reach out to Mike Buckner or Jill Bell.   

 It’s not too late to offer a helping hand with the rummage 
sale and tear down.  And of course, the second Sunday of 
every month presents an opportunity to serve the homeless 
of downtown Lansing.  Stay tuned for more info about 
Night of a Thousand Blessings, as well as Breakfast with 
Santa/Santa’s Workshop which is an event designed to offer 
hospitality to local families and children.   

Glory Hallelujah!  I am thrilled to say we are planning in-person events in September.   
 
We will have our Rummage Sale Friday, September 10 and Saturday, September 11 — all proceeds 
benefit missions. Masks are required for those planning to work or to shop at the sale.  We need 
help setting up the couple days before, during the sale, and after. We are hosting the District 
Annual Meeting September 15 from 9:00am-3:00pm (although we usually get out early), so I really 

need registrations before September 7. ALL women are invited to attend; we need help that day, greeting attendees and 
helping in the dining room for lunch. PLEASE let me know if you can serve in this way.  CIRCLES WILL MEET IN SEPTEMBER!!   
 
Since this is only the UMW schedule for September, I hope you are ready for all the upcoming activities our church has 
planned as well. We need to embrace all these opportunities to see each other once again.  There are several Vacancies on the 
Leadership Team for next year. WE NEED YOU!! Please call Lynda Crandall and tell her of your interest.   “PEACE is seeing a 
Sunset and knowing who to Thank.” 
             Joyce Plumhoff, UMW President 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL JUBILEE! 
The results are in!  Our Back to School Jubilee on Saturday, 
August 7, 2021 was a big success.  Volunteers polled later felt 
the event was clearly within our church mission and believe 
we should repeat this event next year.  Those volunteers 
also had some great suggestions for improvements in the 
coming years. 

Over 40 kids received new back packs and selected from a 
large number of school supplies to fill those bags.  All also 
received new socks and underwear, many got shoes, school 
clothes and a haircut!  The new books that our congregation 
provided were a big hit with the kids – “Really, a NEW 
book?”   

Many thanks to all of you who donated items, including 
Meijer, and money, including a collection taken at Dollar 
General, to support the Jubilee.  Kudos to those who 
volunteered in the parking lot on a very, very hot day.  Many 
of those volunteers commented on how polite and thankful 
the kids and their parents were.  You truly are a blessing to 
our community. 

 

M 
I 
S 
S 
I 
O 
N 

The Tiny Pantry is a source of help for those in our community experiencing food 
insecurity.  Your donations of non-perishable food items are welcome and 
appreciated.  If you don’t wish to shop but want to help, you can make a monetary 
donation.  We have a parishioner who shops each week to help keep it stocked. 
 
The Clothing Bank has been open for several weeks and is being utilized by our 
neighbors in need.  Your donations of clean, in-season clothing are also welcome! 



IT HAPPENED THIS SUMMER…    

 

Many wonderful things happened here at 

Mason First — here’s the photographic proof! 

• Youth Group Mini Mission Trip to Cass Community Social 
Services in Detroit and baking fun here at church to make 
treats for shut-ins and those in assisted living facilities. 

• Touring in a Model T Outing for youth. 

• Family, Faith and Fun Nights — at one they had a “Whale 
of time” with the story of Jonah. 

• Back-to-School Jubilee — to give kids clothing, backpacks, 
supplies, and other needs to be ready for the first day! 

• The beautiful wedding of Emily Bartlett and Kevin Powless. 



Congratulations to Emily Bartlett Powless 
and Kevin Powless on their marriage, July 30.  
Their wedding was held here at Mason First. 
 
Sympathy is extended to the families of: 

• Lois Whipple, who died June 1. 

• Beverly Eccleston, who died June 21. 

• Karen Krepps, who died July 21. 

• Dick Hedglen, who died August 28. 

• Glenna Droscha (Ruben’s mother),          
who died August 31. 

 
Prayers & Healing Wishes to: 

• Dick Magsig, recovering at rehab from a      
fall and fracture in his leg. 

• Phyllis Baisch, recovering at home after a 
recent hospitalization and heart procedure. 

• Bill Campbell, suffering from severe back 
pain and searching for helpful treatment. 

• Steve Baker, awaiting a date for open heart 
surgery for an aortic valve replacement. 

• Ken Guettler in his cancer battle. 

• Those who have been battling COVID. 
Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone   
from our church family is admitted. Please let us know! 
 

Thinking of members/friends in assisted living, 
rehab/nursing facilities, and hospice care: 

• Green Acres, Mason:  Nancy Dunivon,  
 Beth Grosshans, Jeanette Strickland 

• Holt Senior Care, Holt: George Dunivon 

• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos: 
  Char Bush, Dick Magsig & John Dodge 

• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits 

• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing: 
 Garrett and Barbara Wheaton 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 

 
The balance owed on our church mortgage is now down to 
$110,255.61 as of our September mortgage payment.  That puts us 
on track to pay off the mortgage sometime around August of 2022 
as long as giving to Path-to-Promise remains steady.  If a generous 
member of the congregation were to donate $60,000 to Path-to-
Promise, we would pay off the remainder of the mortgage 
immediately.  We are required by the Finance Committee and the 
bank to keep reserves in an account and these amount to about 
$50,000.  We will use these reserves to pay off the mortgage as we 
wrap up the loan next year. 

We are still paying 1/12 of our ministry shares each month and have 
paid the conference $24,772 so far this year.   

Our Mason Christian Child Care was struggling a bit financially due 
to COVID during late 2020 and early 2021 but is now back in the 
black and doing well. 

Our Capital Improvement fund balance is currently $21,614.43.  We 
expect to tap into this fund in the next year or two to make repairs 
to the roof over the chapel, kitchen, and church offices. 

Giving has been down the past few months and we are hoping 
that this is due to summer vacations and the continuing effects of 
the pandemic.   Our operating fund is down about $25,000 for the 
year as of the end of August.  We continue to invest in growing our 
family ministries and offering programming and services to 
families in the greater Mason area. 

We just had an audit of the church financials completed in late 
August.  Jim Mulvany and Duane Marlan conducted the audit.  
Please stop and thank them next time you see them for all their 
hard work in completing this task.  They included this in their 
summary: “The Audit team finds that good financial practices are 
followed and have no recommendations for changes.”  

I want to extend a personal note of thanks to each of you for 
continuing your generous contributions that support our mission 
here in the heart of Mason to grow in faith, serve others, and 
share the love of Christ.   

            Glenn Darling, Financial Administrator    

FINANCIAL UPDATE   

Each year the church meets for its annual conference to report and to vote on any necessary business items for the upcoming 
year.  SPRC is charged with conducting a review of the pastor and presenting a compensation plan to be approved by the 
conference.  SPRC and Lay Leader, Deb Fennell also put together a report which outlines the pastoral needs of the church.  In 
addition, the nominations committee (led by the Lay Leader) presents its slate of nominations to cover all of the necessary 
governing committees of the church.  A membership report is also presented which lists changes in membership including a 
remembrance of those saints who have gone to be with God over the past year.  And in a normal (non-COVID) year, we would 
celebrate our accomplishments of the past year and anticipate the work of the coming year. 

Once more with COVID numbers on the rise, we will not be having an in-person conference.  The SPRC portion of the 
conference will be conducted via Zoom on Sunday, September 12 with Rev. Dr. Jerry DeVine presiding.  And the remaining 
portion of the conference will also be conducted via a Zoom meeting scheduled for Thursday, October 21.  Our Church Council 
will present the work of the church.  If you are not on Church Council but wish to participate in this meeting, please let the 
church office know and we will make sure you get the Zoom link for the meeting.   

 We will report the work of the conference when both parts of the conference have been completed.   



FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS! 

Every week in church, we say The Lord’s Prayer.  
BUT, it’s not just a prayer to say on Sunday, you 
can say it every day!  Most grown ups learned it 
when they were kids. Here is your chance to 
learn it by heart, if you don’t already know it! 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

WHAT YOU NEED: 

• Elastic string (12 inches) 

• Colored beads (see below) 

• Clear nail polish 

 

WHAT YOU DO: 

1. Knot the string at one end. 

2. Add beads in this order:  
blue, white, gold green, 
yellow, red, black, orange. 

3. Tie the ends so the bracelet 
fits your wrist.  Place a dot of 
nail polish to secure the knot, 
and trim off the extra string. 

4. As you pray, use the bead 
colors as reminders of Jesus’ 
words from Matthew 6:9-13: 

• blue = the Father 

• white = God’s holiness 

• gold =  God’s kingdom 

• green = the earth 

• yellow = wheat (bread) 

• red = Christ’s blood 

                 (forgiveness) 

• black = temptation 

• orange = God’s power 

                         to deliver 
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Return Service Requested 

 

COVID SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
ARE BACK IN PLACE 

 
With the steady increase in COVID cases and the 
strength of the Delta variant, your help in 
maintaining safe health practices – including mask wearing and 
social distancing, is truly appreciated.  We ask that you wear a mask  
inside the church (especially when not seated) for Sunday services, 
meetings, and other public events.  We have also taped off pews on 
one side of the sanctuary for those who choose this more socially-
distanced option. 
 
THANK YOU for your understanding and help in fighting this virus.  
Please continue to pray for all those affected by COVID — those 
mourning loved ones, those battling the illness (or after effects), 
and everyone working in the health care field on the front lines.   
 

PLEASE NOTE — Due to these COVID concerns, the 
INDOOR CHURCH PICNIC which was scheduled for 
September 12 has been postponed until conditions  
improve enough to hold it.   Church will be at the 
normal time on 9/12, with the service starting at 9:30. 
 

COMING THIS FALL — 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

FALL FESTIVAL 
Saturday, October 16 

 

NIGHT OF 1000 BLESSINGS 
Saturday, November 13 

* Spaghetti Dinner hosted by Youth 
as a Mission Trip Fundraiser 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
Saturday, November 27 

* Youth Group will help staff 

“Santa’s Workshop” 
 

LIVING NATIVITY 
Saturday, December 11 

 






