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Last week, I had to make a run to Ann Arbor to the migraine doctor, and I decided to take the scenic way
back home. It was a cool, sunny morning and I wound my way around through harvested farmland,
mysterious dark forests, and sparkling lakes. I even managed to pass through Hell – Michigan, that is – which
was a first for me! But the truth is, the trip was much more heavenly as I thought to myself, God must really
love Michigan best, because this is one beautiful place.
It’s the same way I often feel about our church – God must really love us. Look at all the good people here
and the good things going on. Look at all the ways we have been blessed to bless others. Look at the way
we care for one another.
And yet, sometimes it gets scary. The pandemic was/is scary. Change is scary. These are difficult times and
people are not turning toward the church and that’s scary. But just recently I have
been reminded of a passage from 2 Timothy that says,
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice,
but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.
In the swirl of thoughts that occupy my mind about the future of our church, I’m
overwhelmed by the way that God loves us. And sure, sometimes, fear manages to
worm its way in there. But when it comes right down to it… we are not cowards. We
are God’s. And if we open ourselves to God’s power and love and self-discipline, then
there’s nothing we can’t do. Keep the faith, my friends! And remember to be thankful
this holiday season, for God surely loves us.

Summer
Is Here!
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GROWING IN FAITH...
Considering Generosity
It’s that time of year… it comes around late in October every year as we begin to
look forward to a new year and the opportunities God is setting before us. I’ve
heard it said – not here, but in other places – that all “those church people” want
to do is talk about money. I must disagree. I wish I didn’t ever have to talk about
money. But, I don’t mind talking about it either. Because money isn’t the most
important thing in my life – and I bet it’s not in yours either. Money doesn’t buy
happiness and it doesn’t buy salvation. These days we’re just hoping it’ll buy
some toilet paper!
But it can build a kingdom. In a world where we make our offerings to God with
currency instead of by sacrificing bulls on the altar, our gifts help to ensure that
the work of the church can be done. And when the church has the resources it
needs to reach people, then wondrous things happen and lives are changed.
Money in your pocket, or even in your bank account, is just paper with numbers
on it. But our offerings to God are transformed into expressions of God’s word
that help people to grow in their relationship to God, find opportunities to serve
alongside others, and share the love of Christ in so, so many ways.
This month, as we prepare to make our pledge for next year, I invite you to take
part in the miracle of loaves and fishes. Offer everything you can, and watch what
God can do – in our church and in you!

“Faithful and Inclusive” Coming Again in Winter
Three weeks ago we began our Faithful and Inclusive video-facilitated discussion where we’re
exploring the possibility that we can be one family of faith, honoring scriptural integrity and
offering grace-filled inclusivity. We’ve had some really interesting discussions so far and heard
some information and testimonies that give us food for thought.
There have been a few people who have said that they would like to have been a part of the
class, but the timing didn’t work out. Or they had to miss a session. Or they want to take it
again because it seems like so much to take in. For those reasons, we will plan to offer the class
again in a smaller group setting so that anyone who missed it, or who might want to repeat the
class, may do so. Watch for announcements coming at the end of December.

BE A PART OF THIS EVENT THAT
SPREADS JOY AT CHRISTMAS
IN OUR COMMUNITY!
Last year was the first time for this event, and we
were thrilled to have 457 cars drive through! We
received many Thank You cards, emails and positive
Facebook comments for weeks afterwards,
thanking us for providing a COVID-safe, familyfriendly experience, as we intend to do this year.
We know the turnout will bigger and better, but WE
NEED YOU to play a part in it! Whether you choose
to be an actor or behind the scenes, we have a spot
for you. A SignUpGenius will be available very soon
online for you to secure your role. If you are not
online, call the church office and we’ll sign you up!

You are invited
to come to the stable
and experience the
real Christmas Story.

CHILDREN and YOUTH — FAITH and FUN OPPORTUNITIES!
IGNITE is Youth Fellowship for
students in 6th-12th grades and
friends are always welcome!
Feel free to contact Laurie Reed,
Director of Family Ministries
laurie@masonfirst.org or
676-9449 with any questions.

INVITES YOU to our
SPAGHETTI DINNER
MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER
SAT., NOVEMBER 13* 5:30pm
as a part of

Night of a
Thousand
Blessings

MISSION
TRIP 2022
DESTINATION
Next June, we are
headed to

LOGAN, WEST VIRGINA
for our Senior High Mission Trip!
Youthworks has partnered with this community
since 2002 to help with minor home repairs,
painting, yardwork, and the Youthworks Kids
Club. We are so excited, and your ongoing support
of this very important ministry endeavor is
greatly appreciated.
A big THANK YOU to everyone who baked for us
or bought from us at the bake sale we held
during the Fall Kids Fest — we made $254!!!

And in UPCOMING EVENTS for IGNITE:

Sunday, November 7th *4-6pm
(Rescheduled) Epic NERF Battle
Sunday, November 21st *4-6pm

“Let’s Give Thanks” Service Project
* Please note time change for these events.

IGNITE Youth will
serve as Santa’s Elves
for Santa’s Workshop

Kids in Preschool through 5th
grade are welcome to join us
downstairs during Sunday
worship. Fun and engaging
activities (stories, games, crafts,
and songs) help to introduce
them to different parts of
worship and explore their
growing faith.
Please see Laurie Reed if you are a teen or adult who would
like to help out on a Sunday morning!

SERVING OTHERS...

Night of a
Thousand Blessings
Saturday, November 13 5:30 p.m.
An evening of fun, food, & projects that serve
others in our community and beyond.
5:30 p.m. Pasta Dinner served by the youth of Mason First United
Methodist Church. Donations will help fund the Youth
Mission Trip in 2022.
6:15 p.m. Make your way through a variety of rooms each offering
crafts or activities that will be used to bless others.
All activities are family appropriate and all ages are welcome!

You
are
invited to
take part!

Please make your dinner reservation by Monday, November 8th.
You may sign up at the Connection Point on Sunday morning at church,
or call the church office at 676-9449 if that is more convenient.
Please come to our Craft Sale Luncheon and Holiday Décor Sale on Thursday, November 11
which is on the first day of the Mason area Christmas Craft Show. Lunch will be served from
11:00am-1:00pm with two menu options: hot chicken salad with squash, Harvard beets,
coleslaw and dessert for $8.00 — or Bean soup and dessert for $5.00. Drinks are included.
The Holiday Décor Sale will run from 10:00am-3:00pm. For this year only, we will have a
bakeless bake sale in place of our normal cookie sale.
Beginning in January 2022, we will move from four circle groups down to three: a morning
circle with suggested time of 10:00am, an afternoon circle with suggested time of 1:00pm, and an evening circle with a
suggested time of 6:30pm. All UMW members must sign up for their preferred time. At the end of November, I will collect the
sheets and we will sort out the memberships for each circle. All women are welcome — please sign up!! It’s a new year and a
new day; let’s make it exciting for 2022.
We will have our Christmas Brunch on Saturday, December 4, beginning at 9:30am. There is a musical program following our
brunch and installation of the 2022 officers. A sign-up sheet will be on the Connection Point table later in November. All women
are invited, but we ask everyone to sign up so we can plan and have enough food.
“Help us, oh God, to treat every human heart as if it were breaking and to consider feelings of others as we do our own.”

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST...
PRAYER
cHAIN
Prayer is a powerful tool — recently several church
members and friends have shared their experiences
of the healing power of prayer in their lives.
Here at Mason First we have an active Prayer Chain. We are
looking for more people who want to be a part of this very
important ministry, which requires confidentiality within the
group. If you are interested in being a part of it, contact the
church and we will get you connected to Ruth Judd. She is
the first link in the chain. If you have a prayer concern, you
can call the church and staff will forward it to her.

A “PAGE”
PUPPY!

TEEN DANIELLE
PAINTING A FACE!
TWO BROS
SCARING CROWS

ERICA and BAILEY

Roger Nelson invites you to come and join in
a 30-minute presentation/discussion
Learn about “Mindfulness” as a
tool, “Pathways” & “Character
Strengths” to well-being, and
key “Stress-Busters.” This is an
informal gathering of one, two
or more members and guests to
get acquainted and share the
warm, accepting, and inclusive
hospitality of our church family.
We will meet Sundays mornings
at 10:45 (beginning November 14
and ending December 19) after
the worship service. You are
welcome to bring your beverages from the Fellowship Hall
into the small conference room right across the hallway. We
can together: get acquainted, become co-learners, and even
provide some support by building and expanding our faith
journey and our resilience to change via:
Tools of MINDFULNESS,
PATHWAYS to well-being,
Using SIGNATURE STRENGTHS
Coping with GRIEF, LOSS and STRESS
Please consider attending one or more of these informal
gatherings. This is a unique opportunity to accomplish four
faith-related enhancements:
1) Help offer FELLOWSHIP & HOSPITALITY to visitors.
2) LEARN ABOUT how to use Mindfulness and other tools.
3) IMPROVE HEALTH, relaxation, optimism and resilience.
4) RECEIVE COMFORT with feelings of loss and grief.

“MUMS THE WORD”
TEENS PLAYING

If you have questions about this offering, have a
suggestion, or want to participate, call Roger at 242-6345.

BULLETIN BOARD

CHRISTMAS DECORATORS Monday, 11/22
If you love decorating for the holidays, have we got a job
for you! Join other garland, ornament and nativity
enthusiasts on Monday, November 22 at 9:00AM here at
church as we unpack the many totes full of Christmas
décor and deck the halls, the sanctuary, and anything
else we can get our tinselly hands on!

SLIDE TECHNICIAN for Sunday service
Help!!! At this time there are only two people serving as
slide technicians for Sunday morning worship
services. We really would like one or two more
volunteers for this job. It is really very easy. You do not
need to be a computer geek to do this. Tim certainly
isn't. You just turn on the computer, insert a flash drive,
bring the slides up onto the screen and press one button
to advance each slide. Easy peasy. Sure, occasionally
Pastor Suzanne throws us a curve ball, but that's why we
love her. If you're interested, contact Tim Crandall and
he’ll meet anytime with you to show you how easy it is.

FLOAT BUILDERS for Electric Light Parade
Mason First is going to have an entry in the Electric Light
Parade on Friday, November 26. If you would like to be
part of the team helping to put our “float” together,
please contact Jeff Lautzenheiser, our prop master!

DOOR GREETERS & USHERS Sunday AM
Each week, we need a greeter to welcome folks at each
of our three entrance doors: barrier-free, Ash St. (circle
drive), and Barnes St. (courthouse side). We also need
at least three ushers to pass out bulletins and direct new
visitors around the church. If you can help in either of
these tasks, please sign up at the Connection Point.

TO THE SUPER CREW WHO
HELPED WITH FALL
LANDSCAPE CLEAN-UP!
Jeff Lautzenheiser * Ken Carlson
Deb Fennell * David Gunns * Dennis Quinn
Building Manager Will Hartsock was so grateful — a job
that would have taken days if done alone was finished
in hours, proving that “Many hands make light work.”
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WHO
IS THIS
SWEET
LITTLE
GIRL?
YOUR
HINTS:

She was raised here at Mason First,
and fondly remembers coming to the
“red brick church” pictured below. She raised her children
here at Mason First
as well; and one of
them is a Methodist
minister. A talented
seamstress, she has
made several of the
banners that have
hung in the church.
She has also been a
member of both the
chancel and bell
choirs for decades.
(In case you didn’t figure it out, October’s “MM” was Jim Mulvany.)

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Christian Sympathy is expressed to:
• Nancy Dunivon and family on the passing of her
husband George, October 10. His memorial service will
be Thursday, November 4 at 11:00AM here at church.
Prayers & Healing Wishes to:
• Bill Campbell, who recently had back surgery at
Cleveland Clinic and the results “are a miracle!”
• Dick Magsig, who has moved to Green Acres after
recent hospital and rehab stays.
• Bill Husband who recently had kidney stone trouble.
• Lynn Whipple after recent surgery and a hospital stay.
• Those who have been battling COVID.
Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone from our church
family is admitted. Please let us know!

Thinking of members/friends in assisted living, rehab/
nursing facilities, and hospice care:
• Green Acres, Mason: Nancy Dunivon, Dick Magsig
Beth Grosshans and Jeanette Strickland
• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos:
Char Bush and John Dodge
• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits
• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing:
Garrett and Barbara Wheaton

FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS!

GRATITUDE
GAME
Start a fun tradition at your
Thanksgiving celebration by
playing this simple game!

What you need:
•
•
•

M&M’s or other colored candies
A bowl to put them in.
The list below (adapt the colors, as
needed, depending on candy).

*********************
Red: a need God has provided for
Orange: a gift you’ve received
Yellow: something recently learned
Green: something in nature
Blue: a special memory
Brown: someone you love
*********************

What you do:
•

•

One at a time, everybody picks a
candy and shares what he/she is
thankful for, according to the color.
Pass the bowl around and continue
reflecting on God’s goodness until
all the candy is gone!

A Simple Prayer of Thanks
God is great; God is good.
Let us

thank Him
for our food.
Amen.

A Turkey Poem
The turkey is a funny bird,
Its head goes bobble-bobble;
And all it knows
is just one word…
And that is “GOBBLE-GOBBLE!”
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JUST A FEW NOTES…
•
•
•

•

•

Classes, meetings, and other activities are
back on schedule here at church.
The “main entrance” is up the big ramp,
visible from the office suite.
The main and barrier-free entrances are
both unlocked during normal office hours,
which are 9AM-3PM, Monday-Friday.
For security reasons, the Ash St. “circle
drive” doors remain locked, except for
Clothing Bank days, special events, and
Sunday morning service.
Thank you to everyone for your diligence
in fighting COVID with safe health
practices — wearing masks and using
proper social distancing
when moving throughout
the church helps everyone.
We appreciate it!

TALK ABOUT IT!

INVITE a FRIEND to JOIN US!

NIGHT OF 1000 BLESSINGS
Saturday, November 13
* IGNITE Youth INVITE YOU to their
Spaghetti Dinner Mission Trip Fundraiser

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Saturday, November 27
“Santa’s Workshop” for Kids, too!
LIVING NATIVITY
Saturday, December 11
* You are invited to participate in this event,
which is our church’s Christmas gift
to the greater Mason community!

