
Summer 
Is Here! 

Looking for the Light 
 
The season of Advent always feels dark to me – probably because at this time of year, we are well and truly “in the dark”!  
We wake in the dark and go home from work in the dark, and we know we’re headed into the bleakness of winter.  Our 
bodies tend to go into a type of hibernation mode where we feel like we could curl up for a long winter’s nap.   
 

But in the midst of the darkness, there’s always the delight of the 
twinkling lights.  Christmas trees and decorative yard lights and 
Advent candles all serve to remind us that light came into the 
darkness pushing it back, bringing us relief and even joy.  Even on the 
darkest night, one small flickering light can serve as a beacon to help 
us find our way.   
 
Thousands of years ago, in the dim light of a 
stable in Bethlehem, God sent light into the 
world.  It was humble and small, but oh, so 
radiant.  And even though darkness still 
persists and sometimes feels like it might 
overwhelm us, no darkness is capable of 

extinguishing the light that is our hope.  In these times – in times of COVID and uncertainty and 
even loss – the light still shines and the darkness cannot overcome it.  Join us for worship on 
Sunday as we remember the blessing of light given to us.   
 
If you are feeling blue this holiday season, or know someone who is, please consider joining us 
for a special Blue Christmas service of worship on Tuesday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
The light still shines for you! 
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
             John 1:1-5 

 



 

 GROWING IN FAITH…                                               SERVING OTHERS... 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  Remember, YOU are Blessed to be a Blessing. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in any way to make our Cookie Sale, Holiday Décor and 
Luncheon a success. While we didn’t have the normal number of people this year (which we 
expected would happen), we still took in $2400 to support various areas of mission. To quote 
another member, “It’s still more money than we had.” 
 
Our special Christmas Brunch will be held December 4 at 9:30. There will be some thank you’s presented, installation of our 
2022 officers, and a couple of surprises — followed by a wonderful program of music to close our morning.  
 
We are working to get the circle memberships put together. We are missing some of those signup sheets and ask your help in 
getting them filled out and turned into Jean, church office so we can include everyone. THE MORNING CIRCLE WILL BE CIRCLE 
OF THE MONTH FOR JANUARY. 
 
This year has been anything but usual! That being said, we have had a very successful last few months, and I appreciate 
everyone pitching in. I thank you for the opportunity of serving as the president of your leadership team.  I’m not sure I was 
legal, as I never was installed, but that was just a Covid thing! I am looking forward to our new beginnings in 2022 and know 
that together we can accomplish anything we set our hearts and minds to.      
 
“LOVE begins when another person’s needs become more important than your own.” 
                           Submitted by Joyce Plumhoff, UMW President 

 

Night of a  
Thousand Blessings 

 
Thank You! 

TYING FLEECE 

BLANKETS TO 

DONATE TO 

ELE’S PLACE 

CRAFTING ANGELS 

TO GIVE TO RESIDENTS 

 AT GREEN ACRES 

BRAIDING 

STRIPS OF  

OLD T-SHIRTS 

INTO DOG 

TOYS FOR 

THE ANIMAL 

WRAPPING 100 QUILTS MADE BY THE 

CHURCH QUILTING GROUP TO GIVE 

TO RESIDENTS OF PORTER HOUSE 

SITTING DOWN TO ENJOY A 

GREAT SPAGHETTI DINNER 

SERVED BY IGNITE YOUTH GROUP 

ASSEMBLING TRAYS OF 

HOMEMADE COOKIES AND 

WRITING THANK YOU 

NOTES FOR CITY SERVICE 

DEPTARTMENTS AND 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Thank You to everyone who contributed to the success of this night of mission through service.  
We appreciate everyone who donated cookies, materials for projects, and their time of service. 

You can see the smiles of those who took part — imagine the smiles on the recipients’ faces! 



SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST... 

OUR FLOAT 

FOR THE 

ELECTRIC 

LIGHT 

PARADE 

Special Thanks to everyone involved in this float venture: 
Building crew: Jeff Lautzenheiser, Bud Arehart, Kim Sperry, David Gunns, 
Ken Carlson, Dani Robson, and Mark & Kim Wolfgang. 
Building Zone: Ron and Martha Allen for lending the use of their barn. 
Float riders:  The Berridge Family — Heidi and Ryan as Mary and Joseph, 
accompanied by their angelic daughters — Lena, Millie and Olive. 
Ambassador Walking Crew:  Everyone who walked beside the float, passing out invitations and candy canes! 
Hospitality Crew:  Everyone who helped to served hot chocolate and cookies at the Warming Station inside the church! 

THE MORNING AFTER THE PARADE IT WAS TIME FOR 
IGNITE Youth Group served as ELVES 

to help kids shop downstairs for gifts! 

Family Ministries Director Laurie Reed 

(pouring beverages here) organized it all! 

After they shopped, we wrapped the gifts, too! 

THANK YOU to everyone who played a part in this great event — we served over 200 people! 
SPECIAL THANKS to the manly kitchen crew (no pics were allowed) for their culinary muscle! 

As we head into this holiday 
season, remember that 
there’s lots of good stuff to 
talk about as you’re out and 
about.  You definitely want to 
tell people about the Living 
Nativity coming up – no one 
wants to miss that!  And you want to be sure to let people 
know that we’re planning on having candlelight Christmas 
Eve Service.  You may know of someone who’s 
experienced loss or difficulty over the past year who might 
be finding it difficult to find Christmas joy.  If so, please be 
sure to tell them about our Blue Christmas service on 
December 21.  Wherever you go, there are people who 
need a little light in their lives.  Be sure to talk about it – 
and invite them to join us! 

TALK 
ABOUT 

IT 

There’s a Song in the Air 
Join us for worship on Sunday, December 26 as we sing our 

celebration of Christ’s birth!  Worship will be casual and 
joyful and family-friendly.  Bring a friend! 

 

Music provided by 

Pastor Suzanne & son, Cody 



Congratulations to: Derick  and Sarena (Lundy)  Zanger 
who celebrated their marriage on November 20. 
 
Prayers & Healing Wishes to: 

• Sharon Sodman after a recent hospital stay. 

• Dennis Whipple as he recovers from thyroid surgery. 

• Steve Baker after a recent heart procedure. 

• Those who have been battling COVID. 
Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone  from our 
church family is admitted. Please let us know! 
 

Thinking of members/friends in assisted living, rehab/
nursing facilities, and hospice care: 

• Green Acres, Mason:  Nancy Dunivon, Dick Magsig 
               Beth Grosshans and  Jeanette Strickland 

• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos: 
  Char Bush and John Dodge 

• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits 

• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing: 
 Garrett and Barbara Wheaton 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 BULLETIN BOARD 

 ETHODIST M 
Y 
S 
T 
E 
R 
Y 

WHO 
IS 

THIS  
CUTE 

LITTLE  
BOY? 

YOUR HINTS:  He is an avid golfer, 
and  likes to hunt. He spent 30 
years as a volunteer firefighter.  He and his wife love to camp, 
and they recently adopted a four-legged critter. He is 
celebrating a 20th anniversary of being here at Mason First —  
and  he’s usually on a mission whether inside or outside of it! 
  

(In case you didn’t figure it out, November’s “MM” was Chris Bement.) 

 

NEW MOPS GROUP 
 LAUNCHING IN JANUARY 
MOPS International,  (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
is a faith-based organization that encourages 
and equips moms to realize their potential as 
mothers, women, and leaders while connecting 
with other moms in the community. The group will meet twice 
monthly, with details currently being worked out. Please 
prayerfully consider if this is a ministry where you could share 
your gifts either as a Mentor Mom, or a “Moppet” who helps 
care for the children while the moms are meeting. Also, if you 
know of any young mothers who are looking for connection 
with other moms, please share this information with them. See 
Nancy Nay, Cindy Howe, or Laurie Reed for more information. 

 

DOOR GREETERS & USHERS Sunday AM 

6 Friendly Faces each week… that’s what we need in 
terms of three folks to staff the entrances, and at 
least three ushers to give out bulletins and help 
people find their way around the church. If you can 
help, please sign up at the Connection Point. 
 

SLIDE TECHNICIANS for Sunday service  
Help!!! At this time there are only two people serving 
as slide technicians for Sunday morning worship 
services. We really would like one or two more 
volunteers for this very easy job — You do not need 
to be a computer geek to do this. Tim certainly isn't. 
You just turn on the computer, insert a flash drive, 
bring the slides up onto the screen and press one 
button to advance each slide — easy peasy. Sure, 
occasionally Pastor Suzanne throws us a curve 
ball, but that's why we love her.  If you're interested,  
contact Tim Crandall and he’ll meet anytime with you 
to show you how easy it is. 

 
DON’T FORGET TO SEND 
IN YOUR  PLEDGE CARD! 

We’re busy making plans for mission and ministry in 2022!  We 
need everyone’s pledge card so that we can finalize the 
budget we need to make it all happen.  Our goal is to have 
everyone in our church family pledge something so that we 
can all be a part of what’s happening here.  Thank you for your 



The IGNITE Youth Group would like to thank each of you who 

helped make the Spaghetti Dinner such a huge success. What a 

fun event! Because of your  generous donations, we were able to 

put over $900 aside for our Mission Trip next summer! 

CHILDREN and YOUTH — FAITH and FUN OPPORTUNITIES! 

Upcoming IGNITE Events 

* Please Note New Time: 4-6pm 
 

Sunday, December 5th: Nativity Escape Room  
 

Sunday, December 19th:  Christmas Caroling 
followed by hot cocoa & snacks at the church. 

 A SHOUTOUT 
FROM LAURIE 

 
I heard nothing but positive remarks 
from the congregation about the great  
service they received at the Spaghetti 
Dinner, and I am so proud of these kids! 
They stepped up 
in a BIG way.  
   
  Well done! 

Mission Trip News 

We’ve got a great group forming 
and the excitement is building!    

Applications and deposits are due, 
but it’s not too late to get in on the   
action. Please contact Laurie if you 
know of a High Schooler who is  

interested in joining us next June as 
we head to Logan, West Virginia for 

a week of meaningful service, 
and some fun too!  

Worship Quest continues downstairs  at 
9:30am on Sunday mornings for 

Preschool-5th grade. This month’s focus 
will be Advent and the Christmas Story.  

 
Please Note: There will be no 

Worship Quest on December 26th. 

 



 THE BUSINESS OF THE CHURCH... 

Why is EFT the place to be?  

There are currently thirty five people who make their contributions to the church through EFT – 
Electronic Funds Transfer.   When you set up EFT, you authorize a transfer of funds straight from 
your bank account to the church on a regular basis. This method of giving benefits both the church 
and the donor in a number of ways.  Let’s list a few of these benefits: 
 
1) Church personnel do not have to handle envelopes and checks on a regular basis for those who 

give via EFT.  This saves the church money.  
2) The funds that come via EFT benefit the church by providing a consistent cash flow that allows 

us to meet our many financial obligations each week. 
3) Those who give via EFT benefit by not having to remember to write their check and bring their 

offering envelope each week or month. 
4) Writing checks can be expensive.  Most people no longer get their checks free from the bank. 
5) You can rest assured that your offering will be deposited even on  when you may be unable to attend services. 
 
A few more important points about EFT giving: 
1) It doesn’t cost the donor anything.  The church pays a nominal fee to facilitate these transfers. 
2) You still get regular giving statements from the church.  You can use these together with your bank statements as proof of 

donation instead of cancelled checks. 
3) Giving through EFT is much less risky than writing a physical check that must be handled several times and can be prone to 

human error. 
4) You can make changes or add a one-time gift at any time. 
 
There are forms to enroll as an EFT donor in the hallway outside the fellowship hall. If you would like help in setting up EFT or 
just have questions, please contact the church office at 517-676-9449.   

         Submitted by Glenn Darling, Financial Administrator 

General Conference 
Update 

COVID-19 called a time-out on 
the heated debate of how the 

United Methodist Church will move forward given a diversity of 
theological perspectives on LGBTQ inclusion.  Because it has 
been impossible to arrange for 862 delegates from around the 
world to safely gather and conference, two previously scheduled 
conferences have been postponed.  However, the current 
proposed date of the next General Conference now stands as 
August 29 – September 6 in Minneapolis. 
 
The Commission on General Conference will make a decision in 
the first three months of 2022 as to whether that proposed date 
will stand.  Assuming that the conference is able to meet at that 
time, they will discuss and vote on the various proposals for an 
amicable separation of the church along theological lines, the 
most endorsed of these being, The Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace Through Separation. 
 
You can find out more about the development of these 
protocols and how the Michigan UMC is weighing in on them by 
checking in at www.michiganumc.org  

A COVID-Safe 
Holiday Season 

This year, the best gift we can give 
each other is to remain faithful to 
safety protocols that reduce the risk 
of sharing COVID with the people 
we love.  Rarely, will a pastor tell her 
congregation to stay home!  But if you feel at all unwell, 
please stay home and take good care of yourself, and be 
sure to join us online.  Many of us have already gotten 
the booster shot, but it never hurts to wear a mask as 
you move around the church building. If you get to 
church and have forgotten a mask, we have disposable 
ones available for you. Let’s keep each other safe! 

 

 
 

END OF YEAR GIVING: 
Just a reminder, if you plan to give tithes or 
offerings and wish for them to be on your 
2021 statement of account, the church office 
must receive them by NOON on Thursday, 
December 30.  This will allow us to deposit 
them by the bank deadline of Friday morning 
on Deember 31. THANK YOU! 



FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS! 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
Each day in December, add a non-perishable 

food item (canned, boxed or bottled) to a box.  

 
Dec. 1 — cereal 
2 — peanut butter 
3 — stuffing mix 
4 — boxed potatoes 
5 — mac-n-cheese 
6 — fruit 
7 — tomatoes 
8 — tuna 
9 — applesauce 
10 — dessert mix 
11 — sweet potatoes 
12 — cranberry sauce 

 
13 — kidney beans 
14 — crackers 
15 — rice 
16 — oatmeal 
17 — pasta 
18 — spaghetti sauce 
19 — chicken soup 
20 — tomato soup 
21 — corn 
22 — peas 
23 — carrots 
Dec. 24 — green beans 

CHRISTMAS SONGS — Sing them with your family! 

 

“Happy BirtHday 

dear Jesus” 

On Christmas Eve, donate the contents to a 

food bank, or at church to the Tiny Pantry.  

Share your blessings with others in need! 

AWAY IN A MANGER 

Away, in a manger,  

   no crib for a bed, 
 
The little Lord Jesus 

    lay down his sweet head. 
 
The stars in the sky 

    look down where he lay; 
 
The little Lord Jesus 

    asleep on the hay. 

A CANDY CANE SONG  
(Sung to “Away in a Manger” tune) 
 

The candy cane tells me a story a LOVE, 

How God send His Son as a gift from above. 

The “J” is for Jesus, my Savior and Friend. 

He gives me a new life that never will end. 
 
Now turn the J over, and what do you see? 

A staff for my Shepherd, who takes care of me. 

He is my Protector, my Shield, and my Guide; 

He promised to always stay close by my side. 

AN IDEA FOR YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
DESSERT — 

BAKE a BIRTHDAY 
CAKE & DECORATE 

it for JESUS! 
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HOLIDAY HOURS 
for CHURCH / OFFICE  

• Thursday, Dec. 16 
Office will  close at Noon               
for Staff Christmas Party/Lunch. 
 

• Friday, Dec. 24 
Office closes at Noon. 

Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 
 

• Week of Dec. 27 ~ 31 
Office is closed on Monday. 
Office will be open 9AM-Noon 
only for the rest of the week. 
 

• Monday, January 3 
Office will be closed. 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors to come to 
the stable and experience the real Christmas Story. 

Living Nativity 
 Saturday, December 11  5:30-8:30pm 

Drive through the parking lot and view 8 scenes 
as you journey with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 






