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The Wise Still Seek Him
A dark cold night… the sound of the camels chuffing as they plodded along in their rocking gait, following the dazzling
light of a bright star in the sky ahead. It was a long, exhausting journey with twists and turns and ups and downs, not
knowing if the prophecy they had heard was for real or just a pipe dream. But the light of the star beckoned them
towards hope and new opportunity. And when they arrived at their destination and presented their gifts, they knew
they had done the right thing. And their reward was transformation – new life, new hope,
a new perspective that would send them back by a different route – changed forever.

I love New Year and the remembrance of the story of Epiphany. Both the sacred and
secular remind us that we face forward and the choice to move towards light or to remain
in darkness is really ours. This month, I’m beginning a new series called, A New Year State of
Mind – Attitudes and Practices for a Good New Year. Each week we’ll examine the God-given
choices we have to move toward the Light.

Summer

We have come through some exceedingly difficult times, but the light has come. As we
face a new year, may we have the wisdom and endurance to seek out the Light and Hope
that God sent into the world to transform us and send us on a new path, changed for good
and forever! Happy New Year!

Is Here!
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GROWING IN FAITH…
Expressions of Faith – Share Your Story
Some of the most inspirational and impactful moments of worship happen when everyday people (like you!) get up and tell a
piece of their faith story. People are moved and uplifted by the realization that we’re not alone on our faith journey. This past
fall, we invited people to share a little bit of their story during our Legacy of Courage series, and many people commented on
how meaningful it was to them, personally, to hear the faith expressions of others.
Beginning in the New Year, I’d like to feature brief (3 minutes) expressions of faith
each Sunday, shared by people like you. Here are some prompts for you…

•
•
•
•
•

January 2 – Epiphany Sunday: When have you had an epiphany in your faith journey
– a sudden revelation or realization that Jesus was real and really with you? How did
it change you and send you on a different path?
January 9 – Baptism of the Lord: What does your baptism mean to you?
January 16 – Martin Luther King Jr Sunday (Human Relations Day) – How does
your faith help you to see others equally as children of God?
January 23 – Jesus called us to go out and tell the “good news.” From your faith experience, what exactly is the good news,
and how has it made a difference in you?
January 30 – Happy New Year! The first month of the new year is almost gone. As you look back at the previous year, how
did your faith grow or change? As you look ahead into 2022, what are you hoping will happen as you continue to grow in faith?

Of course, you might have your own prompt – something that you’d like to give witness to!
Here are a few guidelines to help make it easier:
• Prepare – don’t try to wing it or assume that the Spirit will miraculously move you to articulate
what you haven’t prepared for.
• Keep it under three minutes – less is always more!
• Keep your focus on faith and tell your story – leave political views for another occasion.
• It’s ok to read it – no one expects you to memorize your talk.
If any of the above prompts appeal to you, or you feel God is calling you to speak about something else, contact Pastor
Suzanne, and let’s get you set up to express your faith!

Matthew 25:40 Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
This year has been a good one. Even in the face of continued COVID restrictions, we have
accomplished so much. With our fundraisers, we were able to have four thousand dollars.
This made it possible for us to date to four different organizations in December: R.J. Scheffel
Memorial Toy Mission Project, Capital Area Community Services, our church’s Tiny Pantry,
and the City Rescue Mission for Women and Children.
Our quilting group made 110 quilts for Christmas dolls to be given out by the Salvation Army, 30 quilts for the Women’s Shelter,
and 100 quilts for residents of Porter House, all with the financial help of the UMW, friends, and our church. Our Clothing Bank
has been serving at least 25 families every other week. They also had enough extra clothing to be able to help the schools and
the Cardboard Prophets program. Thank you to everyone who has donated their extra clothing to this important mission, and
to all of the volunteers who do so much to make it happen. These are just a few of the great things we have done.
Best of all, we have made good friendships working together. Our circles are being set up and you will all get your first choice.
There is always room for more friends. See you in the New Year.
Blessings,
Claudia Ireland, 2022 UMW President
P.S. We are working on the 2022 UMW Directory and hope to have it ready by the end of the month to distribute at the first
meetings of year. All circle meetings will be on the 4th Tuesday of the month, with the morning circle meeting at 10:00AM,
afternoon circle meeting at 1:00PM, and the evening circle meeting at 6:30PM.

SERVING OTHERS...
Missional Giving

Dinner in the Park

Participation in missional generosity and activity is how we
tangibly express our love of God and love of God’s people.
Mission is a core value of our church. Here are some of the
ways we participate in missional activity: A portion of your
offering goes to support local missional activities like the
Tiny Pantry, our participation in homeless ministries, and
response to specific needs identified in the community.
And a portion of your offering goes to pay our Ministry
Shares – how we participate in world-wide missions.

We have a dedicated group of folks who serve in Reutter
Park in Lansing on the second Sunday of each month after
church, taking clothing, toiletries, blankets, and other
necessary items for the homeless. We would love to have
more help — see Mike Buckner or Jill Bell if you would like
details on how to be involved in this local mission!

Twice a year we take special offerings that go to UMCOR
(the UMC’s first response agency), and twice a year (at
Christmas and Easter) we take a special offering that is
usually designated for particular identified needs.
If you want to make a specific missional donation – for
example, donating to UMCOR for disaster response such
as the December 11 tornado clean-up – please feel free to
do so and we will allocate your donation as you indicate.
Thank you for your generosity and your concern for all
God’s people.

L-R behind our table— Jill Bell, Erika Jachalke, Dani Robson
Dawn Holland was also serving and took the photo.

Our House Is Your House –
Serving the Community of Mason
as a Tornado Shelter and
Power Outage Warming Station
Last month at our monthly gathering of the Mason
Community Leaders Network, City Manager, Deb Stuart
raised a community need to which we can readily respond,
and that is shelter in times of trouble. The city has asked if we
might open our doors to provide shelter in two particular
situations.

The Dresden UMC sanctuary (in Tennessee) after Dec. 11 th storms.

New Loose Change Missions in 2022! New in 2022 – we
want to put that loose change to work! Each month, loose
change offerings will go to support a different missional
project, thereby supporting a variety of organizations at
the local, regional, national, and international level, as we
learn a little bit about needs in different areas. Each week,
we’ll place a “noisy bucket” at each entrance into the
sanctuary. Go ahead and drop that change in the bucket
each week, and at the end of the month, we’ll send it all to
the featured monthly mission!
January’s Loose Change Mission is UMCOR – Specifically
for disaster relief in the United States. All your loose
change and designated offerings in January 2022 will go
directly to this fund.

Tornado Shelter – When there are severe weather warnings,
people who have no place to take shelter will often go to City
Hall for lack of a better option. The city has asked if we (along
with other churches who have lower level access) would
serve as a place of shelter. Since we have lower level access
and safe space, this is an easy way to extend hospitality and
the blessing of our facility.
Warming Station During Power Outages – When there are
long term outages, people need a place to go where they can
charge their cell phone, get warm, and maybe enjoy a hot cup
of coffee. And of course, in times of excessive heat in the
summer, we can offer some time where people can come in
and enjoy a glass of lemonade and just get cooled off for a
while. These are simple ways to offer shelter and hospitality
at no significant cost to us in this building that we call God’s
house. In the days to come, we will develop a specific plan for
how to meet these needs in times of crisis. Please consider if
you would like to serve as an on-site host during these times.
Sign-ups and instruction will be available in early 2022.

BULLETIN BOARD
MINISTRY for MOMS!
SPREAD THE WORD!
Our first MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) meeting will be held
Friday, February 4th from 9:3011:00am. The moms will meet in the
Youth Room, while the nursery and One-Room Sunday
School class will be used for childcare. MOPS will meet
the first and third Friday of each month through May,
and then start back up in September. If you or anyone
you know is interested, please contact Laurie Reed,
Director of Family Ministries by calling the church office
at 676-9449 or emailing her at laurie@masonfirst.org.

WE NEED YOU!
It will take a small village of
loving, caring people to get our
MOPS group off the ground.
Fortunately, this church is full
of just those people!
Here is what we need:
Mentor Moms to support and encourage the moms in
the group. They will attend the meetings or be greeters
and ensure everyone feels welcome and accepted.
MOPPETS to care for the children while the moms are
meeting. This will involve doing simple crafts, reading
stories, playing, and giving snacks to adorable children!
Snack providers to provide a simple treat for the moms/
and kids to have during the meeting.

PLEDGING FOR THE NEW YEAR

No, we’re not looking for a plate
full of little sandwiches and a side
of fries — we need a few good
SUNDAY
folks to help serve as slide techs
“SLIDERS”
for Sunday morning service. Tim
Crandall says it’s “easy peasy” to
learn how, and he’ll even teach
you! Please contact Tim (or the
church office) to schedule your
tutoring session on the computer in the balcony. Right
now there are only two people who alternate this very
important part of the worship service, so having a few
more would be really helpful.

WANTED!

NEEDED — GREETERS
& USHERS on SUNDAYS
Six friendly faces each week here
at 9:00AM… that’s what we need
in terms of three folks to staff our
multiple entrances, and at least three ushers to give out
bulletins and help visitors find their way around the church.
If you can help, please sign up at the Connection Point or
contact the church office.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Congratulations to:
• Bradley Nay and Amy Lingbloom-Nay on the birth of
their son, Maxwell Jon Nay, back on November 20th.
We recently heard the happy news from proud
Grandma Nancy Nay.
Our Sympathies are extended to:
• Rhonda Crackel and family on the passing of her father
on December 18th.

If you haven’t already turned in your pledge for 2022 giving,
it’s not too late! In fact, your pledge would be greatly
appreciated as we prepare to finalize the budget for 2022. Just
drop your pledge by the church office or stick it in the mail.
Don’t forget to ask about EFT giving – your gift via EFT
provides financial stability which helps us to meet our
obligations. We appreciate your generosity in supporting the
work of the church in the year to come.

Prayers & Healing Wishes to:
• Claudia Ireland who was recently hospitalized.
• Our southern neighbors in communities ravaged by
storms in December.
• Our shut-ins and friends in assisted living/rehab.
• Those who have been battling COVID.

OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE

Thinking of members/friends in assisted living,
rehab/nursing facilities, and hospice care:
• Green Acres, Mason: Nancy Dunivon, Dick Magsig
Beth Grosshans and Jeanette Strickland
• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos:
Char Bush and John Dodge
• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits
• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing:

If you turned in a pledge card and indicated that you wanted a
supply of either weekly or monthly envelopes, they are at the
Connection Point for you to pick up. Simply find the box
labeled with your name. If you didn’t turn in a pledge card but
would like envelopes, please visit the office and ask Jean for a
supply. She will give you a box with numbered envelopes
specifically for you.

Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone
from our church family is admitted. Please let us know!

OPPORTUNITIES for CHILDREN and YOUTH!
We are thrilled to be growing our Worship Quest group for preschool kids age 4 up to 5th graders!
For now, we will continue to meet downstairs during worship on Sunday mornings.
Parents, please be sure to come downstairs to sign your children in when you arrive.
What are we doing this month, you
ask?? After learning all about Epiphany,
we will begin exploring the Parables of
Jesus. The children will continue
practicing The Lord’s Prayer, “God’s
Top 10,” and The Doxology.
On December 26th, we didn’t meet downstairs during church.
Instead, we were upstairs to be part of the service! The
highlight was being part of Pastor Suzanne’s grand plan to
bring PERCUSSION to the discussion. Along with some bigger
kids (like Mr. Howe, Julia, and Miss Diane,) we offered the
beats for “The Little Drummer Boy” while folks sang the song
with us! We learned that we all have a special gift we can bring
to honor Jesus.
IGNITE continues to be going strong!
We had a great time caroling in December for some
of our church friends, and of course we ended the
evening with hot cocoa and snacks. (mandatory
after caroling!) Here is our caroling crew
(Ava, Max, Lara, Erika, and Ella) with
residents of Green Acres. To the right,
Dick Magsig; below — Jeanette
Strickland and Beth Grosshans, and in
the middle, Nancy Dunivon. We also
spread some cheer right next door at
the home of Chuck and Roxie Stark. Thanks to all!

IGNITE JANUARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS *
Sunday, January 16th 4pm-6pm — meeting at church for Minute to Win It Games
Sunday, January 30th Snow Tubing at Hawk Island Park (weather permitting) Time to be determined.
Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser presales begin January 30th!!!
Sub sale profits will go toward our 2022 Mission Trip.

* Please note that COVID numbers and weather might affect this schedule — Be sure to keep your eyes

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST...
LIVING NATIVITY — YEAR TWO — ANOTHER RESOUNDING SUCCESS!
What better way for us to share the love of Christ than to show the Christmas story in a very real way for our friends and
neighbors. WOW! What an incredible day December 11th was. HATS OFF! (literally, the wind was blowing everything around)
to the set-up crew (especially Jeff Lautzenheiser, Mark Wolfgang, David Gunns, Kim Sperry, and Will Hartsock) who worked in
the unpleasant weather to get everything set up in time. Thank you to everyone who was involved in organizing (especially
Peggy Gunns) the event, readying costumes (Claudia Ireland), playing a part in those costumes, directing traffic to keep the
line of cars moving, helping to keep the refreshments flowing inside, passing out postcards/putting up posters/sharing the
news on social media, and every other role that makes a production like this come together. We had almost 300 cars through,
and a few wagon loads of folks, and received many compliments that night — and even a few thank you cards/notes in the
mail and comments on Facebook in the days that followed.
Thanks to Kim Sperry for
sharing these photos with us!

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO LEAD AND SERVE
It takes a lot of volunteers to operate a church of this size. We have those who serve on Church Council who oversee the
broad scope of the mission and ministry of our church. We have the Trustees, who manage the property and assets of the
church. The Finance Committee manages the financial resources it takes to keep our church operating. SPRC (Staff Parish
Relations Committee) is the Human Resources body that oversees the staff and works to maintain a good working relationship
between the Pastor and the Congregation. The Nominations committee staffs all of these boards by prayerfully considering
the gifts and graces of the congregation members and inviting them to serve. And then there are the various committees and
boards that work to make sure we’re carrying out the missions and ministries that we support.

Most folks who serve on these committees serve three year terms, and so each year, we want to say thank you to those who
have completed their term, and welcome those who are just coming in to a new position.
On Sunday, January 23, we will celebrate the Baptism of our Lord as we remember our own baptisms and how God calls us to
serve through our baptism. We will recognize and thank those who are rotating out of service, and welcome those who are
coming into new positions of service. On Sunday, January 30 (COVID numbers and weather permitting), we will have a special
MFUMC Leadership Event where we have some fun as each committee considers how their work lifts the mission of our
church, helping people to Grow in Faith, Serve Others, and Share the Love of Christ.

FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS!
“EPIPHANY”

What does it mean?

Epiphany is a special date on the church’s calendar, celebrated on January 6th. It is
twelve days after Christmas, and marks the day that the wisemen (or “Three Kings”
or “Magi” as some people call them), arrived in Bethlehem after following the star
in the sky. They heard about baby Jesus and traveled from the east, far away — to
find him, bring gifts, and worship him.
Epiphany marks the end of the Christmas season on the calendar, but we know that
it is important to keep the spirit of Jesus in our hearts, all year long, and to keep
giving our own gifts to help others and honor Him.

A SPECIAL SONG TO SING!
“We three Kings, of Orient are;
bearing gifts, we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
Oh, star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.”
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MEETINGS / CHURCH
CANCELLATION PLAN
With rising COVID numbers
and winter weather / roads,
there is always a possibility that
activities, meetings, and possibly
even our church service could be
cancelled. Please call the church
office during normal hours (Mon.-Fri.
9AM-3PM) if you wonder about a
scheduled event.

SHARING THE LOVE and LIGHT OF CHRIST
How wonderful it was to worship together in
our sanctuary again on Christmas Eve.

In the case of church service being
cancelled, we will change the
message on the answering machine
by Saturday night at 6PM. Please
call 676-9449 and listen to see if
church is cancelled. We will also
post the cancellation on our
Facebook page. THANK YOU for
your understanding as we continue

