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Of all the liturgical seasons of the Christian year, Lent is the one that gets the bad
rap. It’s not unusual to hear people say that they dislike the season of Lent because
it’s “too depressing.” It kicks off with Ash Wednesday – definitely a downer, and
ends with a gruesome crucifixion. It’s the season of repentance; it’s the season
where we give something up. It’s the season that moves us to the confrontation
between our sin and the price that Jesus paid for it. Altogether, not the cheeriest
stretch of remembrance. Or…
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Is it possible that we’re missing the point? The season of Lent began as the season
of preparation for those who were going to be baptized into the church on Easter
Sunday. It was their season of hopefulness; a season of
looking forward to renewal and new life. Yes, Lent calls
us to spend some dedicated time walking with Jesus
knowing that we will inevitably realize two things – that
we do, in fact, need Jesus; and that the Rebel Jesus is a
worthy Savior. But we know how this story ends…
with an Alleluia!
Lent is not a season of lament; it’s a season of moving
forward – towards hope. This Lent, I invite you to join us
as we explore the Renegade Gospel and walk with the
Rebel Jesus towards Easter and new life!

GROWING IN FAITH…
JOIN US FOR OUR LENTEN STUDY
The Radical Road to the Cross
Jesus didn’t come to start a religion. The rebel Jesus came with
a renegade gospel to start a revolution. Pastor and author
Mike Slaughter presents Jesus and his challenging message to
inspire us during Lent, Easter, and through the year. Join us
during Lent as we explore Renegade Gospel – The Rebel Jesus.
Large print paperback books available for $15 from the office.
Join Mike Buckner on Sunday evenings at 6:30 in Fellowship
Hall or join our online Faith Chat on Tuesdays at either 10:00AM
or 7:00PM.

TOWN HALL COFFEE TALK
In February, we opened up a new opportunity for all of us to gather and talk
about what’s going on in the life of the church. In a large family of faith, it’s
always a good thing to make sure we’re staying connected as we discern God’s
call for our church and make plans to fulfill our mission and ministries. And so
we had the first of what will be a monthly event - Town Hall Coffee Hour.
Overall, our conversations are about updating our facility, our worship, and our
programming in ways that welcome and speak to new demographics.
Newcomers and younger couples, as well as seasoned members of our
congregation, have expressed that while our people are friendly and hospitable,
and our message is relevant and grace-focused, overall, our church has a dated
feel that subliminally gives the impression that we’re tired and low-energy.
Does that mean that we need to change everything? No. In fact, most people
have commented on the more beautiful elements of our worship space and the
fact that our church feels like a church and not an entertainment venue.
However, there are some modern elements that are missing that help to provide a more current and energetic feel, and most
people would agree that they want their church experience to be one that lifts them and energizes them to go back into the
world.
And so, we’re having conversations about some functional and cosmetic changes that will both maintain our identity as an historic
community church, and yet also project that we are a church for today and tomorrow. We hope that you will make plans to join us at
our next Town Hall Coffee Hour immediately following worship on Sunday, March 6.

Romans 8:28 We know that all things God’s, work for the good of those
who love him who have been called according to his purpose.
I am writing this before our first circle meeting, in hopes that the weather cooperates. It will
be good to be back together. We have so many plans for the year, with several great
programs for us and our church family.
We will be together in helping our church and community. Our clothing bank is at the top of the list for our work within the
community. Even though you may not work in it, you have the opportunity to donate your gently used clothes. This year you
will find more ways to do God’s work through our UMW.
God Bless You and keep you safe in this time of Covid and inclement weather — see you at UMW get-togethers. For those
interested in coming to a circle meeting who are not currently members of UMW, all three circles meet on the fourth Tuesday
of the month in the Chapel. Our new names and times are as follows: MARY MARTHA at 10:00AM, REBEKAH at 1:00PM, and
MIRIAM at 6:30PM.
Claudia Ireland, 2022 UMW President

SERVING OTHERS...
DINNER IN THE PARK

SCHOOL “SURVIVAL” PROJECT
Over the past year, your Mission Team has
been brainstorming ideas how our
congregation might become involved with
our local teachers and school system. Out of
those sessions grew our “Back to School”
Jubilee where, through your generosity, we
were able to supply students in need with
backpacks, school supplies, clothing, shoes,
and even haircuts.
It was brought to our attention that there are
a number of students that are in need of
supplemental food sources to see them
through the weekends. After reaching out to one of our
local elementary schools, we found that another of our
churches have been supplying “Survival Bags” to these
students. Twenty-five students at Alaiedon Elementary
receive these bags twice each month.
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On the second Sunday of each month, we have a
dedicated group of members who serve the
homeless in Reutter Park. They load up a truck
with totes here at after church about 11:45 to take
clothing, toiletries, blankets, and other necessary
items. They are at the park from about 12:30-2pm,
then bring back whatever is left to church about
2:30 and unload. Your help would be welcome!
If you would like more details on how to be a part
of this local mission, please see Mike Buckner or
Jill Bell. It is a great low-key volunteer opportunity
to meet new people. Not only do you share the
tangible items given by our congregation, but also
your faith and friendship with those who need it.
Dawn Holland & Jill Bell

Here’s our opportunity to serve!
After
discussions with the counselor at Alaiedon,
we were told that these bags were lacking in
protein ingredients. There are three specific
things we can easily supply to help balance
the diets of those most in need: peanut
butter, canned tuna fish (preferably in water,
not oil), and canned chicken breast. You will
find a red tote labeled “SURVIVAL” located at
the Connection Point, (outside of the
Fellowship Hall) for these items only.
Please prayerfully consider this ministry of
care to those less fortunate ~
“ For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.” Matthew 25:35
Thank you ~ Mike Buckner, Missions Comm.

DON’T FORGET OUR MONTHLY

Sharing blessings on a very snowy and cold February 13th

NOI$Y BUCKET OFFERING FOR MARCH
This month’s loose change offering will benefit SOUTH
LANSING MINISTRIES. They operate a food bank (serving
300+ people per month), personal needs closet, computer
bank, garden project, kids reading corner, information and
referral, and a Community Builders program in a local
elementary schools.
Thank you to everyone who donated their loose change (or in
some cases $$ bills) in February. As of this issue’s publication,
we had not had the last Sunday, so we’ll have to report in
April what the final tally was to benefit Heifer International!

BULLETIN BOARD
Remember to use the Amazon Smile web site when shopping with Amazon
When you do this, Amazon donates a percentage of your purchase to our church:
This spot shows which
charity your Amazon Smile
purchases support:

SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
Our church is blessed with the opportunity each year to
provide scholarship funds to qualified students, helping our
youth with the tuition, books, room and board, and specific
fees associated with pursuing a college education.
Scholarship applications are available from the church
office. You may pick one up in person or receive it via email
— just send your request to info@masonfirst.org and Jean
Bement will forward a copy to you.
The DEADLINE to return applications is Friday, May 6th no
later than 3:00PM. The church office must RECEIVE all
applications by this date and time — please be advised that
late and/or incomplete applications will not be considered.
Consideration will be given to students who have
demonstrated faith and faithfulness within Mason First
UMC and the community. The committee will also consider
educational and vocational goals, financial need, and
academic history. Graduating high school seniors, as well
as college students, are eligible to apply.

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Our Deepest Sympathies are exteded to:
• Barbara, Pat, and the Wheaton family on the
February 21st passing of Garrett Wheaton.
Prayers & Healing Wishes to:
• Judy Montague who fell and broke her arm,
requiring surgery.
• Our shut-ins and friends in assisted living/rehab.
• Those who have been battling COVID.
Please note: Hospitals do not notify us when someone
from our church family is admitted. Please let us know!

Thinking of members/friends in assisted living,
rehab/nursing facilities, and hospice care:
• Green Acres, Mason: Nancy Dunivon, Beth Grosshans,
Dick Magsig and Jeanette Strickland
• Ingham Co. Medical Care Facility, Okemos:
Char Bush and John Dodge
• The Willows of Okemos: Lew Tibbits
• Vista Springs Edgewood, Lansing: Barbara Wheaton

HONOR LOVED ONES WITH FLOWERS ON EASTER SUNDAY and
HELP US FILL THE SANCTUARY WITH THE BEAUTY OF SPRING!
ORDER FORMS AVAILABLE MARCH 6th at the CONNECTION POINT

OPPORTUNITIES for CHILDREN and YOUTH!
We had fun showing some extra LOVE to special friends in our church
family with homemade cards and well wishes for Valentine’s Day. This
month we will learn about the meaning of Lent as we prepare for Easter
with some fun projects. Worship Quest welcomes children from
preschool through 5th grade downstairs in the One Room Sunday School
during 9:30 worship Sunday mornings. For those who need nursery care
for children age 3 and under, it is available upon request. Sierra Zanger is
the trained caregiver in charge. Please ask an usher if you have a child
needing her care, and the usher will come find her, as she helps with
Worship Quest downstairs until her services are needed upstairs.
Each week the kids recite God’s Top Ten during our worship time. We also talk about them,
what they mean, and which ones are more difficult to follow. We are always learning!

SUB SALE SUCCESS!
Thank you to everyone who
purchased subs or made a
donation to our sub sale.
The day prior to the sale we
gathered at the church and
crafted 120 sandwiches! We
have great workers in our
group who are eager to
help with any task they are given. We truly
appreciate the phenomenal support from the
community and this congregation. With your
help, we were able to raise over $1200 for our
Mission Trip!!

Our IGNITE group has been busy
preparing for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper. We’ve been working to perfect our
pancake flipping and sausage turning skills
and we hope you’ll join us from 5pm-7pm on
Tuesday, March 1st for this delicious event!
IGNITE Schedule

Sunday, March 13 4pm-6pm
Sunday, March 27 4pm-6pm
All Middle & High School age kids are welcome to join
us in the Youth Room for fun and fellowship!
Contact Laurie Reed at church with any questions.
laurie@masonfirst.org (517)676-9449

SUB SALE CREW PICS!
TOP: Ella, Ethan, Mike
Buckner, Jaiden, and
Lara in the kitchen
on the assembly line.
LEFT: Erika & Hadley
RIGHT: Ava packing
bags and “quality
control” — Max was
also there but didn’t
get in the frame! Also
not pictured, Colin
who came on Sunday
to aid in distribution!

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST...
LIKE IT, SHARE IT!
One really easy way that you can reach out and share the good news of all that’s happening here at
Mason First, is to “Like” and “Share” our event postings and worship services on social media. On
Facebook, when you “Like” or “Share” a post or an event, it will then appear on your wall, which
means your network of friends will see it and maybe ask you about it. It also then gives them the
opportunity to share it with their friends, and that’s the beauty of social networking!
If you are joining us for worship via YouTube, please click the “Like” button
and the “Subscribe” button. “Liking” and “Subscribing” both raise the popularity of a channel which
means that when someone else is doing a search, that channel is more likely to pop up before other
less-popular channels. You can also copy the link from our YouTube videos and then post them on
your Facebook page or just send the link to someone who might need to hear a message of love and
encouragement.
Spread the good news! Like, Subscribe, and Share!

MINISTRY
for
MOMS!
Well, our plan to officially launch in
February didn’t happen because
Mother Nature decided to show us
who is really in charge — SNOW
DAYS caused us to cancel both
Fridays. BUT, we are on track to
“March ahead” by meeting on the 4th
and 18th of this month!

HELP WANTED!
Would you be willing to bake some
muffins, a coffee cake, or perhaps an
egg casserole for our MOPS ministry?
Let’s show these young mamas that
we support them! We are also in
need of a couple more “MOPPETS”
to watch the kiddos while the moms
have their time across the hall. MOPS
meets the first and third Friday of the
month from 9:30am-11:00am. If you
can be of service in this new ministry,
please contact Laurie Reed, Director
of Family Ministries by calling the
church office at 676-9449 or emailing
laurie@masonfirst.org

FUN PAGE FOR THE KIDS!
THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE
If you don’t know this song, ask a grown-up to teach it to you!

LENT
is for
LOVING
Jesus had 12 disciples…
Here is a list of 12 things
YOU can do to celebrate
Jesus and his love for you.
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Say nice things to others,
just to make them smile!
Pray for your family.
Hug a friend.
Let someone else go first.
Help someone without being
asked, just because you can.
Read a Bible story.
Show someone you care.
Show respect to others.
Ask for help if you need it.
Sing your favorite church song,
or any happy song!
Forgive someone if they hurt you.
Say you are sorry if you hurt
someone else.
— and a BONUS for the list —
Thank God for YOUR LIGHT
(your gifts and talents)
by sharing them with others —
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Return Service Requested

You are cordially invited to a Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper hosted by IGNITE Youth!

Tuesday, March 1st 5pm-7pm
— Free will offering —
Proceeds will benefit our summer
Mission Trip to Logan, WV.
Please sign up at the Connection Point
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